








by working a "pipeline' while wear-ing a silk hat and evening clothes.Whitneys companion "spark" whousually accompanies him to On-flagations in other cities is a manwho ias been chasing fire engine's;i
for ' 

t 
e last 25 years, and who has

wot 

ed at more fires than any singlefi reman in the city of Boston. His”me is Benjamin Ellis.

; 
HAS MANY TROPHIES

Ellis has a business office at 79Cambridge street, opposite the Bow-'doin square firehouse. The walls ofthe office are lined with photo-graphs of the large fires that haveoccurred in Boston and elsewhereduring the last 50 years. He alsohas many trophies and relics of firesgone by. He receives every alarm inthe city over a short wave radiowhich he has on his desk.Ellis knows every man in the de-partment by name. He can rattleoff the location of any box in thecity the second it strikes. He hasa detailed knowledge of departmentroutine and can tell which com-panies respond to different boxes.Russell S. Codman, Jr., of Marl-boro street, a noted member of theUnion Boat Club, is another BackBay scion whose blood tingles atthe clarion call of fire. He has atapper in his house and respondsto third alarms. The men at Engine10, Mt. Vernon street, know himwell, for he reports there periodi- the fire. His honeymoon was de-cally to have a "professional" chat layed for several hours.with the boys. Codman often ap- The "sparks" have two organiza-pears for ''duty" with topper and tions in the city of Boston, the bestevening clothes. His greatest ex- known is the Box 52 club, which isploit was at a very serious woods !named for the box that was pulledfire in Mansfield, where he per- tor the great Boston fire. othersonally took charge. While he wasmanning a hose at the fire his com-panions left him. He was drenchedwhen he was unable to control the

_ .badges given to them by the firecommissioner. At a fire where theirhelp is not needed they usually con-gregate in bunches of two or threeand applaud the work of the men,much like the way a baseball fanapplauds a clever play.
The honor of being the only sparkto ever buy a fire engine and oper-ate it belongs to John Phelan ofCambridge, who has his own enginewhich he keeps at Milford, N. H.,where it is used at all fires.A septuagenarian, who is knownby firemen in New York, Buffalo,Syracuse and Boston, is Frank Or-cutt. He hangs his hat at BowdoinSquare.

In order to emphasize the ex-tremes to which a "spark" will goto attend a fire, it might be well torelate this story, which has given"sparks" and firemen many achuckle.
QUITS WEDDING

It concerns a wealthy Back Bayscion who, 11 years ago, was enjoy-ing his wedding supper at the En-gineers club. The wine was flow-ing freely, the guests were in thebest of spirits, the bride and bride-groom beamed happily, suddenlythe phone rang.
An excited voice came over thewire. "There's a three -bagger down-town," it said! A brighter gleamcrept into the eyes of the bride-groom. In a moment he bolted for

club is the Metropolitan
club, organized for the purpose
bettering the conditions of fire de-line alone.

Ernest Reuter, of 39 Clyde street, 
partments and men. If a fireman is

Brookline, former president of a 
killed in the line of duty the Metro-
politan club always places a tablet

brewing company, has been follow- ing fires for 45 years. He was the at the engine house to which he wasfirst man in Boston to have a radio attached. They also hold many so-in his car to receive alarms as he cial affairs during the year.rode along. At his home he has ! One of the unwritten rules ofthe most complete fire alarm radio ' sparkdom and one that is consid-receiving set in the country. He ered treasonable if broken, is thegets alarms from cities all over the obligation to notify all "sparks" notcountry. present at a big conflagration. Most
- "sparks" have hobbies in connectionHAS FIVE TAPPERS 
with fire department matters. SomeFive tappers crack out alarms for i are interested in the fire alarm sys-as many cities in the home of 1 terns. others are famitiar with 

t..v ,
eGeorge F. r!,?hh, of 3.1. Sumner operation of the various • enginestreet, Brookline, who has beenchasing fires for over 40 years. Hewas named commissioner of fire-men's relief by Gov. Curley.Harry Belknap 'Is -a Bark whoholds an affectionate place in thehearts of all Boston firemen. ForHarry usually appears on cold bit-ter nights with a can of hot coffe,e- no matter what the day or hour.and sandwiches for frostbitten fire-men.

Mrs. Bellutap is always on handat big fires and assists her husbandin distributing warm beverages. Mr.and Mrs. Belknap reside at 512Beacon street.
A "spark" will do any number ofthings to assist a fireman. He mansthe hose at fires, assists in raisingladders, and on many occasions

will go into the heart of the fire
and aid in saving life and property.
Oftentimes his clothes are ruined
but the true "spark" hardly noticc.;
it. The majority of men usually
have regular equipment which they
wear at fires. Most "sparks" hav,e

equipment. Many commit to .mem-
ory box locations, still others have
a passion for photographing blazes.

Fondness for attending fires is not
a fad with a "spark," it is merely
a second nature. It is born in him.
It is an unexplainable irresistable
force that makes him run to a fire
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DEBT OF CITY
UP $6,000,000,
HE DECLARES

Governor Charges Mansfield Makes
Promises He Can Not Fulfill and with
"Whining Since Day He Took Office"
—Recommends He Serve People by
Retiring

By DONALD R. WAUGH

Mayor Frederick W. Mansfield of ktc.Aon was charged with

having conducted a wild orgy of expenditures doring the past two

years by Gov. James M. Curley today in a bliss ering five page

prepared statement which the.Governor issued at ti ,e State House.

•POINTS TO INCREASED DEBT

The statement, discussing the fi-
nancial affairs of the city under the
mayor, had been promised by the'
Governor since about a week ago.
When it was issued today is con-

tained charges to the effect that the
debt of the city increased sonic $6,-
000,000 under the first year of the
Mansfield administration and that
the figures which the mayor had
quoted about the last Curley ad-
ministration were incorrect.
The Governor alleges that under 1

1
Mayor Mansfield the operating costs
of nearly all the city departments •
have increased.
The statement bristled with the

following terms:
"Incompetent," "d astar dly,"

"chicanery," "duplicity," and "au-
dacious and slick attempt at
double entry bookkeeping."
The Governor said that "no man

In the history of Boston polffics eve
r

descended to a depth• as low as the

present mayor to secure election."

The Governor charged the mayor

with making promises impossible of

fulfillment and "whining since the

day he took office."
After a discussion of financial de-

tails the Governor concluded his

statement saying:
"Mr. Mansfield has been ma

yor

for two years, and the only 
evidence

that the public has of his 
adminis-

tration is represented .-1 an in-

'"eased tax rate, an increased 
debt,

and increased inefficiency,

"ORGY OF EXPENDITURES"

"I challenge Mr.. Mansfield to

point to a single substantial, en-

during public improvement created

during the wild orgy of expendi-

tures of the past two yeaptf: and I

venture to state ths,t when he re-

tire. from office, the only monu-

ments that he will leave will be

those represented by increase in

taxes, increase in debt and humili-

ation in the hearts of an intelli-
gen' people at the knowledge that
the chief executive of Boston, dur-
ing Mr. Mansfield's term of office,
was not only incompetent during
his entire term, but an abject
whiner from beginning to end.
There is one real service that Mr.
Mansfield can render the people

of Boston, and that
his retirement as mayor."
The statement further said:
"he chicanery and duplicity of

the unprecedented attempt to de-
ceive the public is evident by the
Inclusion in the expenditure for
the maintenance of the police de-
partment in 1935 of $1,000,006, all
borrowed, and used for the first
time in the history of the city
for police department mainte-
nance. This audacious and slick
attempt at Mansfield double-entry
bookkeeping is without precedent
In the history of municipal finance.

COMPARES OWN RECORD

"To make a complete summary of

each department would consume too

much space, but reductions were

made in substantially every depart-

ment during the four year period

from 1930 to 1933, while under the
present incumbent, Mr. Mansfield,
Increases have been made which un-

doubtedly he will claim were due to
salary restoration, notwithstanding
his charge that 65 cents of every

dolla" was wasted, squandered or

stolen under his predecessor."

The statement also called atten-

tion to the mayor having said that

the debt of the city increased from

6102,000,000 to $135,000.000 in the

feur-1,ear pericd fr.= nr..

Gov. Curley went on to say:

"This bald statement without

explanation is the most dastardly

attempt ever made by any mayor

to mislead the public in financial

matters affecting. the city, and un-

questionably was deliberately made

with a view to deceive the citizens

and discredit h I s predecessorf

Mayor Mansfield ought to know or

should have been told that of this

total increase in the net debt $14,-

575,613.11 was due in part to the

Issue of bonds for municipal and
emergency relief amounting to 57,-

6000,000 and the issuance of which

debt was for the purpose of pro-
viding for the relief of the needy
of Boston without burdening the
taxpayers with an increase in the
tax rate, since the issuance of
bonds for this purpose was in effect
the equivalent of a reduction of
$2.70 upon each $1000 of valuation,
for the already over-burdened tax-
payers."
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•
GOVERNOR SEES
SPENDING ORGY
OF CITY FUNDS

Senator Langone Files Recall Bill After
Curley Denounces Mayor and Reiter-
ates He Ought to Resign

(Text of Curley statement on Page 2)

By DONALD R. WAUGH

Mayor Frederick W. Mans-

field of Boston was charged

with having conducted a wild

orgy of expenditures during the

last two years by Gov. James

M. Curley, today, in a blistering

five-page prepared statement

which the Governor issued at

the State House.
POINTS TO INCREASED DEBT

The statement, discussing the fi-

nancial affairs of the city under the
mayor, had 'been promised by the
Governor since about a week aro.

When it was issued today is con-

teAned charges to the effect that the

debt of the city increased some $6,-

000,000 under the first year of the

Mansfield administration and that

the figures which the mayor had
quoted about the last Curley ad-

ministration were incorrect.
The Governor alleges that under

Mayor Mansfield the operating costs

of nearly all the city departments

have increased.
The statement bristled with the

following terms: •
"Incompetent," dastardl y,"

"chicanery," "duplicity," and "au-
dacious and slick attempt at

double entry bookkeeping."
The Governor said that "no man

In the history of Boston politics everl

descended to a depth as low 
as the,

present mayor to secure election
."

The Governor charged the 
mayor

with making promises impo
ssible ol

fulfillment and "whining since 
the
•

day he toqk office."

The Governor reiterated a 
pre-

vious dEmand that the mayor
 resign

and the mayor today reto
rted that

"if anybody should reSign,
 it should

be Gov. Curley."

The mayor pointed out that the

Governor "recently admitted that

the job was too much for him, that

his health was being impaired and

that he needed five rubdowns a

week."
"On the other hand I am en-

joying excellent health." he con-

tinued. "Although my job is a dif-

ficult one, because of the burdens

left me by Mr. Curley, I am facing

my duties cheerfully, confident of

my ability to meet all problems."

Mayor Mansfield indicated that

he would probably issue a statement

after he had read what the Governor

had said.
After a discussion of financial de-

tails the Governor concluded his

statement saying:
"Mn Mansfield has been mayor

for two years, and the only evidence

alai. Lim publiu lava a lila aihaili

tration is represented . . an in-

"eased tax rate, an increased debt.

and increased inefficienc:-.

"ORGY OF EXPENDITURES"

"I challenge Mr. Mansfield to

point to a single. substantial, en-

during public improvement created

'wing the wild orgy of expendi-

tures of the past two years, and I

venture to state that when he re-

tire from office, the only monu-

ments that he will leave will be

those represented by increase in

taxes, increase in debt and humili-

atioi in the hearts of an intelli-
gen' people at the knowledge that
the chief executive of Boston, dur-
ing Mr. Mansfield's term of office,
was not only incompetent during
his entire term, but an abject
whiner from beginning to end.
There is one real service that Mr.
Mansfield can render the people
of Boston, and that is to announce
his retirement as mayor."
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The statement further said:"The chicanery and duplicity of ,the unprecedented attempt to de-ceive the public is evident by theInclusion in the expenditure for .the maintenance of the police de-partment in 1935 of $1.000,000, allborrowed, and used for the firsttime in the history of the cityfor police department mainte-nance. This audacious and slickattempt at Mansfield double-entrybookkeeping is without precedentIn the history of municipal finance.
COMPARES OWN RECORD

"To make a complete summary ofeach department would consume toomuch space, but reductions weremade in substantially every depart-ment during the four-year period'from 1930 to 1933, while under thepresent incumbent. Mr. Mansfield,increases have been made which un-doubtedly he will claim were due tosalary restoration, notwithstandinghis charge that 65 cents of everydolla- was wasted, squandered orstolen tinder his predecessor."
Thg statement also called atten-tion To the mayor having said thatthe debt of the city increased from$102,000.000 to $135,000,000 in thefour-year period from 1930.
Gov. Curley went on to say:
"This bald statement withoutexplanation is the most dastardlyattempt ever made by any mayorto mislead the public in financialmatters aftecting the city, and un-questionably was deliberately made

with a view to deceive the citizensand discredit h i a predecessor.Mayor Mansfield ought to know orshould have been told that of thistotal increase in the net debt $14,-575,613.11 was due in part to theIssue of bonds for municipal andemergency relief amounting to 57.-600,000 and the issuance of whichdebt was for the purpose of pro-viding for the relief of the needyof Roston without burdening thetaxpo,•ers with an incrett-t Htax rate, since the issuance ofbonds for this purpose was in effectopsivalent of a reduction of112.70 upon each $1000 of valuation.for the already over-burdened tax-payers."

A special recall election to
end Mayor Mansfield's term ol
office at the beginning of next
year was proposed for consid•
eration of the Legislature todayby Senator Joseph A. Langone,Jr., of Boston.

SEEKS MAY ELECTION
Senator Langone filed a bill witi-the clerk of the state senate thliafternoon calling for including orthe Boston ballot at the special elec.tion on the first Tuesday in Ma3the following proposal:
"Shal ithere be an election foimayor on the first Tuesday inNotoember?"
If this proposal were to be carrieeat the special election, Langoneproposed that another mayor beelected at the regular election inNovember and that this mayor takeoffice next January, thus cutting ora year of the four-year term lotwhich Mayor Mansfield was elected.The Langone move aroused muckspeculation, coining as it did on thiheels of Gov. Curley's blistering at.tack on Mayor Mansfield's admin.istration a few hours earlier in theday. Langone appeared in mid.'afternoon at the office of the chiefclerk of the Senate.
At the State House and the CityHall it caused a stir and speculationon whether it might not be the open.ing move of the Curley forces to at.tempt to drive Mansfield from officeand entrench themselves again irCity Hall.


