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(URLEY-ROTCH
WPA QUARREL
IS SPREADING

Situation May Force
l Intervention by

Roosevelt

Mayor Mansfield today fele-
graphed to President Roosevelt in
behalf of 2000 ERA workers who
are scheduled to lose their jobs
tonight, pleading that an extension
of time be granted until arrange-
ments can be made to transfer
them to WPA projects. The mayor
stresse dthe hardship facing these
workers, most of them with de-
pendents, especially at Christmas
time,

The dispute between WPA and
state authorities, which ultimately
may seriously affect work relief pro-
grams in the state, assumed alarm-
ing proportions today and raised the
possibility that National Admin-
istrator Harry 1. Hopkins and
perhaps President Roosevelt will be
drawn into it.

ROTCH STANDS FIRM

State Administrator Arthur G
Roteh remained firm in his position
despite the bombardment from Bea-

| con Hill to the effect that the Massa~-

chusetts WPA had “fallen down.”

He stood defiant in the face of
charges by Willilam F. Callabagf tha’
only two of the 93 WPA sidewalk
projects were properly, organized and

that others suffered from lack of
men, materials and triicks.

Gov. Curiey in another biast at|

Rotch over the operation of side-
walk projects, declared that the
figures of the administrator are not
borne out by the facts and that
his statements are of “small comf‘(.)rl.
to the unemployed of the state.
The Governor's shot was fired by
a memorandum by a public works
department engineer which in-
cluded a statement that he had seen
"‘large groups of WPA labor stand-
ing about on our roadsides abso-
lutely unable to work because
trucks or material were not avail-
able and thus there was no work
to do.”
ointed out that Gov, Curley
coﬂﬁf c;:‘{x to work 2700 men on side-
walk projects now, but with the ad-
vent of spring he would be forced to
turn to the Legislature for additional
:r:mds. Rotch made it clear that any
projects started by the state must be

completed by the state. '

ANSWERS CURLEY

When advised that Gov. Curley
had declared the WPA in the state
had “fallen down—if it still existed,”
Rotch said today:

“Not that I know of. We have
more than filled our quota of jobs
with available federal money.”

The state administrator flatly de-
clined to enter into any controversy
and repeated wha the said two days
ago, that sidewalk projects in the
state program have priority when
such ERA projects now in the
process of finishing, are completed,

The break between Rotch and the
State House definitely became wider
when Commissioner of Public Works
Callahan joined the attack on the
state administrator,

Callahan declared there had been
- “complete breakdown of the en-
tire WPA sidewalk program, “leav-
ing but two alternatives, one to “‘see
if the WPA can reorganize its part
of the program,” and the other ta
take over and complete the sidewalk
projects with state money.

Callahan, in a communication to
the Governor, said that WPA was
| not co-operating with the state: that
only two of the 93 sidewalk projects
were properly organized: that less
than $60,000 in WPA funds had been
spent to date, and, on Dec. 10, only
1600 men were working out of a re-
quested 5000 for the projects in
operation.

ANSWERS CALLAHAN

Referring to Callahan's charge
that WPA failed to start on 93 side-
walk projects, Rotch said:

“True, Because of government
procedure which is necessary, all
materials, tools and trucks must be
advertised, and as a result there is
some delay, I do not maintain that
a full complement of men is at work

on sidewalk projects, but they are|
being placed at work as rapidly as|
possible. In order to make sure that

2verything is béing done to speed the
projects, I'm today checking district
tirectors.”

"Commissioner Callahan was not
specific in his charges,” Rotch add-
ed. “He does not state where the
one truck arrived when 50 were
needed on 19 projects.”

As to Callahan’s charge that al-
though 50 trucks were required on 19
projects, only one truck was ob-
tained, Rotch sald:

“It is possible there has been some
delay hut it is because the irucks are
not available in the district, or the
federal procedure (advertised bids)
| had not been concluded. It is much
| easier™  an individual to hire a
truck or i» = materials than the fed-
eral government, when relief funds
are being used.”

Rotch said he would conduct a
thorough investigation of all state
projects to insure their starting.

IN ESSEX COUNTY \

The administrator pointed out that
qany times a project called for 100
men and 125 men. This was done
he said, after John Connolly, direc~
tor of district Essex county, re-
ceived 16,000 cafds which were sent
out to men and women being used on
WPA work. Four thousand cards
‘were returned, Rotch said, because
‘individuals had been able fo get
other work. He agreed it was a fact

that the condition in Essex county
might bg due to seasonal employ-

ment. He said he had not Heard from
other districts.

Rotch pointed with pride at the
fact that he had put 120,000 men and
women to work on WPA projects in
the state when the government re-
quirement was but 113,000, “I ex-
pect to put more to work,” he said,

Administrator Rotch said that in
Boston 81 per cent. of the quota had
been filled and 21,844 men and
women were working on WPA pro-
jects in the city.

Gov. Curley continued hammer-
ing at Rotch by making public an
interoffice communication on the

| sidewalk situation submitted by

Joseph A. McCarthy, senior civil
engineer of the state department

| of public works, to George H.

Delano, acting chief engineer of

the department, yesterday.

The memorandum contained a
general attack on the failure of WPA
officials to understand the situa-
tion and co-operate. It stated that
the public works department had
been in no way responsible for the
breakdown of the program.

CHAOS ALLEGED
The memorandum said: “We have
visited the WPA district offices and

we have seen their officers display
considerable ignorance regarding
bulletins and instructions from the
headquarters office.

“In contrast to the optimistic pros-
pect given to us in September, we
now have in the second week of
December, only 1621 men at work on
WPA projects. There is still a very
great confusion about the lack of
trucks, and only a small amount of
material has been made available.
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' | STERNLOF TAKES OATH
"Axel U. Sternlof of Worcester took
the oath of office as member of the
House of Representatives from the
ITth Worcester district yesterday.
The oath was administered by Gov.

Curley, to whom Sternlof was pre-
"ﬂﬂfﬂ'by Speaker Leverett Salton-
tall. Sternlof was elected last
imonth in a special election caused
¥ the death of Representative Vic-
or E. Rolander of Worcester. Stern-
of is a Republican.
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MAYOR AGAIN |
HITS AT CURLEY

Governor Left City Great-|
est Cash Deficit in Its /
History, He Says

Continuing the offensive against
Gov. Curley, Mayor Mansfield last
night charged the Governor with
having bequeathed the city the
greatest cash deficit in its history
at the end of his last four years as
mayor of Boston.

Returning to the attack in the
face of the Governor's failure to
reply to his earlier broadside, the
mayor challenged Mr. Curley, his
predecessor in office, to disclaim
chief responsibility for the city’s
present financial condition as re-
flected in the heavy debt burden.

The bulk of the debt burden now
being borne by Boston taxpayers, he
sald, is the direct result of borrow-
ings made during Mr, Curley’s three
terms as mayor. The borrowings of
the three Curley administratiops,
tdeclared Mansfield, amounted to|
| more than $120,000,000. I

Gov, Curley's promised counter-

attack in the form of a financlal/
| analysis of Mansfleld's administra-
tion during the past two years was
not forthcoming yesterday. The
Governor said yesterday he had dic-
tated the statement to one of his
secretaries Tuesday night, but that
illness kept the secretary at home
yvesterday, with the result that his
| shorthand notes were not available,
for transcription, The Governor said
the statement would not be ready
before today at the earliest.
. Mayor Mansfield's new attack was
in the form of a statement reviewing
some of the financial aspects of Mr.
Curlay's racard ag'mavor -

“His excellency,” declared the
mayor, “said this morning that he

night to show that I instead of the
Governor was responsible for Bos-
ton’s present financial condition. I
am not surprised that he does not
present those statistics as the sim-
ple fact is he cannot present them.
“Any rational being who is fam-
fliar with the facts will readily admit|
that the present financlal condition
of Boston, rather than being an over-
night development, {s the natural
result of an accumulation of events
and happenings in the past.
. “Approximately 14 per cent, of the
‘total amount appropriated this year
by the city for all purposes or ob-
| ]}ects entering into the tax rate was

| 1030-1933
|| “The amounts issued during his

would present certain statistics to-l-‘

caused by the necessity of providing
for debt issued In previous years. It
is interesting to note that during the
three terms of Gov. Curley as chief
executive of the city that increasing
amounts of debt were issued under
his direction. The figures are as fol-
lows:

1014=1017 tivveens

1922-1925 ....

.. .. $24,306,650
$33.2217,250
$62,762,000

|third term of office represent the
| greatest total of debt issued during
| any four-year period in the city, and
with one possible exception the
| amounts issued in the other terms
| rank next in gmount.”

The mayor declared that approxi-
| mately 60 per cent. of the $6.75 in-
cluded. in this year's $37 tax rate
for payment of principal and inter- |
lle_st on debt is directly chargeable to |
| Mr. Curley’s administrations as
mayor.  He continued: ]
\ “When Mayor Curley entered of- |
fice on Jan. 1, 1930, the net debt of |
the city was roughly $102,100,000, At
the end of his four-year term, Jan.|
1, 1934, the net debt had increased
| to approximately $135,800,000, While
| these figures only reflect a net in-
| crease of $33,700,000 in the net debt
of the city, it must not be forgot-|
| ten that during the four years in|
| guestion over $62,700,000 in debt was
actually issued. In other words, if|
during the four years sinking funds
| had not been established and debt |
paid off, the debt of the city at the

end of 1033 might have peen in ex- |
cess of $160,000,000.
“Another interesting feature .°f
Mavor Curley’s last administration |
was the fact that when he entered
office in 1930 a cash surplus, 1jough-
|1y, of $884,000 was avallable in the
| ity treasury for appropriation pur-
oses. When he left office at the
close of 1933 instead of the surplus
there was a deficit in ordipary reve-
nue of $13,600,000. If became neces-
sary for me as his successor to as-
| sume the greatest cash deficit which
[ any mayor in the history of the city
| had left to an incoming mayor.”
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| COTE BANQUET

Curley “_’ill Be Speaker at
= Casino Hall Tonight

FALL RIVER, Dec. 12—More than
1000 persons are expected to attend
and Gov, Curley will be a speaker
at a testimonial banquet to be ten-
dered tonight at Casino hall to Ed-
mund Cote, chairman of the Fall
River finance hoard and former
member of the Governor’s council.

Former Mayor Edmund P, Talbot,
a4 member of the Eastern Massachu-
setts Street Raillway board of trus-
tees, will be toastmaster, Norbert H
Berard is chairman. Many promi-
nent officials are exnecterd to attend.
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DOCTORS DRAW
' CURLEY PROBE

‘Governor Aroused by Re-
ports of Illegal Practice
in State

Gov. C_ur_lgx questioned today as
to printed reports that thousands of
persons were illegally practicing
medicine in Massachusetts, said
that some time ago he had received
{visits from physicians and dentists
advising a more careful check up
on persons practicing medicine and
dentistry,

As a result, the Governor said, he
conferred on this matter with Com-
missioner of Public Safety Paul G.
Kirk who explained to him the sys-
tem under which Kirk's department
had checked up on doctors, dentists, |
Ean(l embalmers with two inspevune
{for each type of Investigation.
| More Inspectors, the Governor
said, were apparenty needed and he
was considering having the work of
inspection done by members of the

profession under investigation rath-
er than by ngn-professionals,
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RVEY GIVES
FEE TO VICTIHS

Millen Defender Hands
Sate’s $1000 Check to
Gov. Curley

Atty, George Stanley Harvey,
court-appointed defender of Murton
and Irving Millen for the Needham
|bank murders, today handed to Gov.
Curley his state fee of $1000 for de-
fending the pair, with the request
that the Governor distribute the
money among the vietims,

URGES CHANGE IN LAW

At the same time Atty. Harvey
urged a change in the law providing
for compensation for state-appointed
attorneys in homicides, saying that
attorneys appointed to such duty
should either not be paid at all or
should receive reasonable compensa-
tion, to be set by the trial judge and
two of his assoclates. |

Gov. Curley was outspoken In/
praise of Atty. Harvey's act. In thei
letter which Atty. Harvey handed
#ith the $1000 check to the Governor.

the Boston lawyer explained that
the $1000 represented every penny
of financial compensation he had
received from any source.

The letter to Gov. Curley follows:

“I yesterday received from tuhe
county treasurer of Norfolk county a
check for final payment of state-al-
lowed counsel fees to myself as state-
appointed counsel for Murton and
Irving Millen. |

“In view of my decided sympathy]
for the bereaved widows and chil-
dren of Officers McLeod and Had-
dock of the Needham police, and
Sumner, the bill-poster of the theatre |
in Lynn, and Clarke, the employe of
the Iver Johnson Company in Fitch-
burg, I have for a long time had in
mind the distribution of this state
allowance of one thousand doiiais Iov
their use and benefit.

“This sum of one thousand dollars
is the only financial compensation
which I have received from any
source whatever for the performance
of my duty as state-appointed coun-
sel, In view of the fact that myself
and my associates gave to this case
14 or.16 months of our best effort in
the full performance of our duty in
defending human lives, I would like
to have this incident fulfill two pur-

poﬁ;:fsb—h duty is a duty, and to
my mind should not be compensated
as such—hence my desire that the
money go out of my hands—and I
can think of no better location for
it than the :iddow' and children of
reaved.
thggl;cl;;{:—m view of the present
set-up, where the law provides for
'such y inadequate compensa-
tion to lawyers, it is my opinion that
the awarding of remuneration to
‘them should be either completely

| ——

abandoned or & rule should be pro-
mulgated which would give the pre-
slding justice, sittlng with two of
this associates, the right to fix the
compensation for state-appointed
counsel commensurate with the
work involved.

WILLING TO SERVE

“Personally, my assoclates and
myself were quite willing to perform
such duty as we owed to the courts
and the Commonwealth under our
oaths of office, and that thought
alone has been ample compensation
for the tedlous hours, both day and
night, that were put into the Millen |
cases—before the state courts, be-
fore the United States District
Court, the United States Cireuit
Court of Appeals, and the United
States Supreme Court. But I be-
lieve that some change should be
made so that in the future when
counsel are drafted to defend in
homicide cases, they might receive
compensation that would be more
fitting to the arduous task involved.
“As Chief Executive of the Com-
monwealth, I respectfully request
you to make distribution of the
enclosed check for $1000 to the
famllles of the four unfortunate |
cifigens, If it appears to you that
the necessities are not equal, then
knowing your fairness of mind, I’
would ask you to make the distribu-
tion in such proportions as you
might deem just, and this of course :
wholly without reference to your
Couneil,
“Hoping you will be willing—con-
sidering your multitude of duties—
to undertake this, I am

“With kind regards,

“Bincerely yours,
“GE(_)RGE STANLEY HARVEY."
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| Curley Recalls Aides’ Calling Cards

Because of his having receivedthe Governor,” because of misuse.

complaints to the effect that the
| cards were misused, and persons
have been representing themselves
\aa attached to his office when they
have no connection with it, Gov.
| curley today called in all the calling
| cards of his secretarial staff,

He sald: I am calling in ail
\eards bearing the official seal of the
commonwealth and the title, “As-
sistant. Secretary” or “Secrefary to

“Only Eddie Hoy (Edmond, P.
Hoy, the Governor's secretary) will
be permitted the use of the official

ard.”

3 It has been a practice for these
cards to be given to persons seek-
ing jobs or other favors, and it was
reported to the Governor that on at
least one recent occasion a laborer,
intoxicated, used one of the cards
to represent himself as an assistant
secretary to the Governor.







