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Record Group:   MSS 
 
Name of Collection:  Rev. Matthew J. Ashe, SJ (1911-1990) Papers 
 
Record Group Number:  MS AsheMJ 
 
Size of Collection:   1 – 5” document box of papers and 1 folder of photographs 
 
Dates of Collection:  1954-1989 
 

Biographical Sketch: 

Matthew J. Ashe, the son of Matthew D. Ashe and Margaret Fitzgerald Ashe was born in Springfield, MA, on December 22, 2011.  He 
graduated from Springfield High School in 1929. He entered the Society of Jesus at Shadowbrook, Lenox, MA, after graduating from 
Holy Cross College in 1933. He pursued his further studies for the priesthood at Weston College in Weston where he was ordained to 
the priesthood in 1943. 

Father Ashe was a teacher at Holy Cross College from 1938 to 1940. After his final year of studies as a Jesuit in Pomfret, Connecticut, 
he was sent as a missionary to Jamaica in the West Indies where he spent the next thirty eight years of his life. The first fourteen years 
of his missionary life in Jamaica he worked among the very poor, first at St. Ann’s parish in Kingston and then at St. Joseph’s parish in 
Spanish Town. While in Spanish Town Father Ashe served as chaplain to the leprosarium and also to the prison, in addition to his 
many other tasks as pastor of the church and administrator of a large grammar school. 

In December of 1959 Father Ashe was sent to Kingston and became one of the founding fathers of Campion College, a secondary 
school for boys. He was a close friend and confidant of the first headmaster of the school, Samuel Emmanuel Carter, S.J., who became 
the Archbishop of the Diocese of Kingston, Jamaica. Together they laid a solid foundation for a school which is now co-ed. Father Ashe 
remained at the school until 1983 and built a reputation as a fine teacher and good friend of his many students. 

In 1984 he returned to the United States and to Campion Center because of failing health.  He died June 17, 1990 at the age of 78 and 
is buried in the Jesuit Cemetery at Campion Center, Weston, MA. 
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Created:  September 30, 2015 MS Ashe MJ ii 
 Description 

Scope and Content:   

The collection consists of 1-5” document box of papers and 1 folder of photographs.  The papers, dated from 1954-1987, consist of 
correspondence, homilies, and a unpublished memoir titled:  “I Cared to Go to Jamaica.”  There are a few personal photographs. 

Access / Restrictions:  This collection is open to researchers. 

Also see:  RG 12 Audiovisual / Photographs, Mission Personnel for photographs of Fr. Ashe. 

Cite As: Rev. Matthew J. Ashe, S.J., Manuscript Collection 
      MS AsheMJ 

   Archives of the New England Province of the Society of Jesus   
   College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA. 

 



Archives of the New England Province of the Society of Jesus 
 
Manuscript Collection:  Rev. Matthew J. Ashe, S.J. (1911 - 1990)  
MS papers                      1-5” box of papers 
 
Folder Title                       Dates                 Folder  
 

Created:  September 30, 2015 MS Ashe MJ 1 
 Box-Folder list 

Ashe, Matthew  1911-1990           5” box 
 I Cared to Go to Jamaica – Unpublished Manuscript          1 
 Compositions               2 
 [Notes]                3 
 [Military, Social, and Political Interests]        1987-89   4 
 Legal Correspondence: Ropes and Gray        June 1987   5 
 Notes on Spiritual Reflection             6 
 Homilies, Religious Reliefs and Addresses           7 
 Memorandae            1954-1987   8 
 Preached Retreat           1976    9   
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