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Dear Mr. Quinn: 
Just prior to his passing, 

CSM (Ret) Ken "Moose" 
Meyer sent me a letter and 
suggested I write to you for 
assistance. Ken was a true 
patriot and a great soldier. 
He will be missed. 

I met Ken Meyer in March 
of last year at Fort Benning, 
Georgia. Ken was there for a 
special ceremony involving 
the 47th Infantry Regiment. 
At this ceremony, I was 
installed as the Honorary 
Colonel of the Regiment, 
replacing Colonel (Ret) 
Thurman, who had been in 
that position for the previ­
ous three years. You could 
tell Ken was suffering from 
his battle with cancer, but 
his spirits were high, and he 
and Brigadier General (Ret) 
Maness had a terrific time. I· 
was privileged to receive a 
beautiful wooden plaque 

'from Ken, on behalf of the 
Regiment. It is proudly dis­
played in my office. 

So, let me tell you a little 
about me. My name is 
Douglas S. Smith. I am a 
retired Brigadier General, US 
Army. I served a tour as the 
Battalion Commander of the 
2nd Battalion, 4 7th Infantry, 
9th Infantry Division, in 
Vietnam during 1969. I am 
extremely proud of my ser­
vice in the Army and espe­
cially proud of my time with 
the 2/47 Infantry. We were a 
good unit (I might say out-.
standing, but you would say 
l was biased and you would ·
be correct).

Following the return of US 
soldiers from Vietnam, we 
had little opportunity to 
engage in reunions. At the 
time, it was an unpopular 
war, and most veterans were 
content to return home and 
start a new life. As a career 
soldier, we tried to maintain 
our ties with the 9th 
Infantry, but the old soldiers 
of WWJl were not interested 
in inviting us to participate. 
It wasn't until a few years 
ago that one of my officers 
contacted me to discuss get­
ting together with some o( 
our comrades. I didn't think 
much of it at the time, but I 
was interested in pursuing 
the idea. We met for the first 
time in 30 years in July 1999. 
We joined with the Mobile 
Riverine Force Association 
reunion. We had well over 
80 members of the 2/47 pre­
sent for the reunion. It was 
an emotional experience for 
all of us. 

The US Army moved the 
2/47

° 

and 3/47 Infantry battal­
ions from the basic training 
brigade at Fort Leonard 
Wood, MO to Fort Benning, 
GA in 1999. I went to visit 
the unit on a couple of occa­
sions. We had correspon­
dence with Ken Meyer and 
others, and came up with 
the plans for the special cer­
emony in March 2000. 

This  is a very long lead 
into what Ken Meyer sug­
gested I get from you. He 
told me you were the Editor 
of the 9th Infantry Division 
newspaper, the Octofoil. He 
gave me a roster of person­
nel that he had received 
from his Chapter. He said I 
should send it to you and 
ask that you line· out or 
delete all the names that do 
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not belong to the 4 7th 
Infantry Regiment. Also, to 
line out those who have 
departed this life. My pur­
pose is to try to make con­
tact with all veterans of the 
47th Infantry Regiment. We 
plan to have an Association 
meeting, in late June, at the 
reunion site in Fort Mitchell, 
KY. We intend to publish a 
newsletter and distribute it 
to as many members as pos­
sible. We want to include 
WWI, WWII, Vietnam and the 
active duty personnel wear­
ing the 4 7th Regimental 
Crest today.  We will no-t 
charge for the newsletter, 
nor membership in the 
Association. I n  fact, we 
intend to make the newslet­
ter available on the internet 
at our website. 

bers of the 47th Infantry 
Regiment that you can iden­
tify. I would greatly appreci­
ate having this information 
available to take to our 
reunion in late June 2001. 
Sir, can you help me? 

Ken Meyer told me you 
were a line company medic 
with the 47th Regiment dur­
ing WWII. I will tell you that 
we had company medics 
who demonstrated bravery 
and courage under fire while 
serving in Vietnam. They 
continue to keep track of us 
today. We are proud 9( their 
record. 

Thank you tor your assis­
tance in this important mat-" 
ter. 

I wil l  summi;l.rize my 
request. I would like to have 
a roster of all former mem-

Sincerely, 
Douglas S. Smith 

 
 

 

IWNOIS CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

Missed putting an article in the last issue as there 
wasn't much happening with the Illinois chapter. 

For the first time in many years, Ann and I will not be 
attending the Houston Reunion. I had surgery in February 
and unfortunately never bounced back well enough to 
travel at thfs time. Arthritis has also made its way into 
my life which complicates matters. My golf game is also 
on hold for now. The Andersons, Hellers and Gaertners 
are planning to attend the Houston Reunion. While we 
won't be there in person, we will be thinking of everyone. 
Ann also sends her regards to the members of the SYN 
Club. 

On April 24th, we will be going to lunch with the 
Andersons, Eimers, Hellers, & Paulis. We·haven't been 
together for a while and will try to plan some future activ­
ities. 

One future plan is our Outstate Reunion in October in 
Angola, Indiana. It will be held on October 16-17, 2001 at 
the Ramada Inn of Angola. The room rates will be $62.00 
plus 8% tax. We will have more details in the next issue. 
Illinois will host this year. Mark your calendars now and 
plan to attend. 

Hope you have a successful reunion. 
Respectfully, 

Michael Belmonte 
 
 

Greater NY Area Chapter 

The NY Chapter met at the 69th Regt. Armory at 25th St 
and Lexington Ave, NYC at 7:30 PM on Friday, March 16, 
2001. (Notes of this meeting was recorded by Prez Joe 
Killen, in the absence of scribe Marv Levy who was not 
able to attend). 

The Armory was a busy scene as service members ot 
the armory were continually arriving to "sleep-over" prior 
to marching in the St. Patricks' Day parade the next 
morning. Our chapter was allowed. to use the second 
floor office of "A" Company to hold our meeting, and the 
first sergeant of that compapy apologized {or the 
unkempt appearance of the room. 

The meeting was called to order and members recited 
the pledge of Allegiance while facing a 4"x3" framed 
American Flag that was hanging on the wall with other 
devices. In the absence of Chaplain Al Lipton, Prez Killen 
read a prayer and all observed a minute of silence for our 
departed comrades. 

There were no ·minutes of the previous meeting read as 
there was no previous meeting. Al Zenka gave the chap­
ter' s financial report which was accepted by the mem­
bers. 

I 

Correspondence 
Correspondence was read: Zenka informed members 

that Francis Brusic, D-47th, had passed away. Killen then 
rE:ad _a card from �had Sander thanking him for sending
him mfo about his grandfather Bill Sander, a former 
Chapter member and G-47th man. Killen read another 
card from Albert Farese, former platoon leader of G-47th, 
but not a chapter member, thanking Killen for the gift of 
a Normandy map. 

Killen asked Zenka for a Chapter condolence card to be 
enclosed with the latest extra copy of the Octofoil (that 
Dan Quinn had brought along} which Killen was sending 
to the widow of George Mathieu, a former 1-4 7th man and 
a POW. Mathieu was not aware of our association until 
shortly before he passes away last August. 
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LADIES CORNER 

Continued from page 3 

and will be off to separate 
colleges then. The .four 
younges_t ones: Olivia, 13, 
Ryan Nitz, 9, Jake, 7 and 
Emma, 5 are busy in school 
and growing up much too 
fast for this Grandmother! 

Meanwhile Joe and I, not 
actively working, try to take 
it easy and keep well. It ain't 
easy, but we try. If we don't 
see you this year, I shall try 
most sincerely for next year, 
I promise. I miss all you nice 
ladies, so try to keep in 
touch, please? Have a great 
time in Houston! 

Ellie Taubner 
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The NY Chapter offers its sincere condolence to the 
families of Ninthmen who have passed on. 

On sick call: Anton Dietrich reported that while mem­
ber Olido "Bill" Starro was undergoing heart surgery · 
recently, doctors noticed a tumor on his lung. Bill has 
since returned home and would welcome hearing from 
any member. All attending members signed a "get well" 
card to Bill. 

No May Meeting 
After some other chapter business meeting was 

adjourned. The next meeting will be on April 20. There 
will be no May·meeting because of the Houston Reunion. 
Our annual Memorial Service and Picnic which is usually 
held a week before Memorial Day, will be held on June 2 
because of the cbnflict with the reunion date. 

Members attending, not mentioned above: Bill Canales, 
Ed Harris, Charlie LiBretto, Al Lubrano, Herminio Suarez 
and Adolph Wadalavage. 

Attention NY chapter members: if you haven't renewed 
your dues, do it now; $10 for 1 year, $25 for 3 years and 
$75 for Lifetime Membership. Make checks payable to NY 
Area Chapter, 9th Inf Div Assn and send to Arthur R. 
Schmidt, Secretary, 89-12 Doran Avenue, Glendale, NY 
11385. 

Marv..Levy­
Co. A 60th 

 
 

I: "RETURN TO THE 

BATTLE OF NORMANDY" 

VIDEO STILL AVAILABLE 

Marv Levy's award-winning 4.6 min. video 
. showing an infantry replacement's baptism 
of- fire with the 9th Infantry Division in the 
1944 Normandy' Invasion is told with his 
_drawings and combat footage. Only $19.95 
(includes postage). Check payable to Marv 
Levy, and mailed to PO Box 444, Merrick, 
NY 11566. Satisfaction cir money back. 

MICHIGAN CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

There is very little news to report, so I will do my best 
to keep the Michigan Chapter informed through. the
Octofoil. · · 

· Sorry, but I missed the December deadline for the
Octofoil because of cataract surgery and lens implants.
Even missed the Mic.higan Chapter Christmas party.
Again, I just got out of the hospital after _15 days - heart
surgery this time. Am feeling much better now.

On return. from the hospital, I called Barney Tobacco. 
He _was in the hosptial for 8 days with surgery for a heart 
and blood disorder. 

There is only one piece of news from a Michigan 
Chapter member. Roger Alsgaard has moved. His new 
address is 4674 Colonial, Apt. 1, Saginaw, MI 48603. He 
said he has ,retired (again) and sent me three years dues. 
As soon as I get the check from Elmer, you will have all 
the info. 

There is nothing final, as yet, on our annual memorial. 
service. I am pursuing a couple of leads. A letter will be 
sent to the membership as soon as plans are finalized. 

We have many members who have moved. I do not 
have their present address and the letters are being 
returned - one in particular, John Clouser in Edmore, Ml. 
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