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CITY HEALTH HEAD,
• ( DR. MAHONEY DIES

•

DR. FRANCIS X. MAHONEY

Noted Medical Authority Passes Away
in 62d Year at Deaconess Hospital—
Served City 30 Years—Was Graduate
of Boston College and Harvard
Medical

Dr. Frederic A. Washburn, institutions commissioner, was
today appointed acting health commissioner of Boston by
Mayor Mansfield, pending the appointment of a permanent
commissionev. The mayor expressed his great sorrow and sense
of personal loss at the death of Dr. Mahoney, whom he termed
a very efficient and capable health commissioner and valuable
department head, whose place it would be difficult to fill.

Dr. Francis X. Mahoney, health
commissioner of the city of Boston,
died at 4 o'clock this morning t,.t.
#t,n xtRker Clinic of the Deaconess

Hospital, Roxbury.
Dr. Mahoney hri been sick for a

long period, suffering from a com-

plication of diseases, beginning with

arthritis.

IN CITY SERVICE 30 YEARS
Dr. Mahoney was 61 years old and

had been in the service of the city
for about 30 years. He Was appointed
health commissioner in the first ad-
ministration of Gov. Curley as,
mayor, having served as chairman ox
the board of health during the term
of Mayor John F. Fitzgerald, which
immediately preceded.

He was born in Boston in 1874,
educated in the public schools and
at Boston College. He was a graduate
of the Harvard veterinary school and
the Harvard medical school.

Dr. Mahoney is survived by his
widow, the former Elizabeth C. Rob-
inson, whom he married in 1917.
There are no children. His Boston
address was on Lake street, Brigh-

ton, and he had a summer residence
at Buzzards Bay.

EXPERT ORGANIZER
Dr. Mahoney was taken ill last

September and remained at his
home until last month, when he was
taken to the hospital, where he died
this morning. Dr. Frederick J. Bailey
has been acting health commissioner.

A department head of ability and
efficiency Dr. Mahoney served as
chairman of the city board of health
for three years under former Mayor
John F. Fitzgerald and then as
health commissioner of the city in
every administration since the Cur-
ley administration in 1915 to the
present administration of Mayor
Mansfield, with the exception of the
four years of Mayor Andrew J.
Peters.

An able physician, who had studied
in Rotunda Hospital, Dublin, Ireland,
after his graduation from Harvard
medical school in 1903, Dr. Mahoney
was in addition an organizer of
exceptional ability. His department
was organized somewhat along army
lines, with the heads of his various
departments acting also in the ca-
pacity similar to staff officers of a
general. These department heads
conferred daily with the health com-
missioner, so that he always had
full information concerning the
health department and its workings.

Under Dr. Mahoney the depart-
ment became known as one of the
most efficient in the country with
Boston holding high place for low
mortality rate.

LONG SERVICE
Prior to his first appointment, Dr.

Richard H. Creel of the federal
health service was tendered the post
by Mayor gjaLigy in 1915, but he
recommender —Dr. Mahoney and
twice refused the position himself
so that Dr. Mahoney might continue
as head of the city health depart-
ment.

Dr. Mahoney first became head
of the city health department,
when he was chosen chairman of
the board of health in August, 1912, 1
during the administration of Mayor
Fitzgerald.
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FIN COM CALLS
WADS WORTH

Public Hearing Resumed
On Snow Removal

Contracts

Purchases of snow removal equip-
ment during the last two years and
the proposed purchase o more, came
before the Finance Commission as
public hearings resumed today with
the calling of several witnesses, in-
cluding Eliot Wadsworth, president
of the Boston Chamber of Com-
merce and a member of Mayor Mans-
field's snow removal committee.
As the public investigation re-

sumed. other importanat matters
pertaining to the Finance Commis-
sion or its hearings were under con-
sideration.
A petition for an injunction ti

restrain the mayor and ii. Frank

Doherty, city purchasing agent.

from preparing contracts for the

buying of 53 trucks at s cost of

$167,241.35 was before the supr
eme

court. This petition is signed b
y a

dozen taxpayers.
Reports were current today 

that

Guy C. Emerson, consulting en-

gineer of the finance commission

since its organization 25 years 
ago,

may be forced to retire from his

$6000-a-year job, to make 
way for

appointment of two investigators to

Inquire into the City Hall admi
nis-

tration. Emerson is a veteran en-

gineer and has been eligible for re
-

tirement for some years.

A suggestion has bee nmade that

he be retired and that his salary b
e

used for new appointments. Name
s

oi a former newspaper man and a
n

advertising man have been men-

tioned for the jobs of investigators.

Gov. Curley, meantime, plans to

send -16 t11' executive council at its

regular meeting tomorrow the name

of a successor to Alexander Wheeler,

whose resignation as a member of

the commission has been accepted.

Wheeler resigned in protest against

methods employs by the commission

in its current inquiry into certain

phases of the Mansfield administra-

tion. One objection was the ap-

pointment of Charles L. Manger as

a special investigator.
The witnesses called for today's

session of the investigation included

Allan Wilson, former manager of t
he

Suffolk Downs horse race track, and

City Councilmen Robert G. 
Wilson,

Henry L. Shattuck and Clement 
A.

Norton. The councilmen voted

against an appropriation for new

equipment on the ground they we
re

not given adequate 
information by

the mayor. Allan Wilson was one

Of those who advised 
the mayor as

to what trucks he should 
purchase

for the city's ase.

FIN COM CHAIRMAN

(Sket,h by Traveler Artful)
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STATE ENGINEERS
/BANQUET TONIGHT

The 10th anniversary banquet and

ball of the Massachusetts State En-
gineers Association will be held in
the Imperial room of the Hotel
Stadler this evening at 6:30. pov.

•,ley, Lt.-Gov. Hurley and Many
Mer figures in public life through-
out the commonwealth have signi-
fied their intentions of being present.

I The association has a state-wide
membership limited to members
of the engineering and other tech-
nical and scientific professions in
the employ of the commonwealth.
It's purpose is to promote the mutu-
al welfare of the engineers and to
Improve the efficiency of the state
service. The officers are Joseph
Peterson of Arlington, president;
Samuel E. Killam of Medford, vice-
president; Philip Weinberg of Mat-
tapan, treasurer, and Elmer C. loud-
lette of Lexington, secretary.
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PRESIDENT'S BALL
BOX SALE HEAVY

Among the Mut to subscribe for

boxes for the President's ball at the

Boston Garden on Thursday night,

Jan. 20, were Gov. JamesilglyieY
and Mayor Frederick W. sffeld,

honorary chairmen, respectively for

Massachusetts and Boston.
Joseph A. Maynard, general chair-

man of the ball committee, an-
nounced yesterday that applica-
tions for boxes, reserved scats and
general admission, are coming in fast
at the headquarters in the Parker
House. It is believed that this
year's affair will again tax the
capacity of the Garden. Last year
$11,000 was contributed from the
ball, 30 per cent, of which was
awarded to the Warm Springs Foun-
dation toward Its fight against in-
fantile paralysis. The remaining
70 per cent, was given to Boston in-
stitutions engaged in the after
treatment of infantile paralysis
suiTerers.
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COMPENSATION
CHECKS APRIL 1

Bay State Employers Must
Make First Payment

I. That Date

By HAROLD BENNISON

Judge Emil Fuchs today announced
that no payments would be ac-
cepted from employers under the
state employment compensation law '
until April 1. In the same breath
he announced that the rules and
regulations under which the act is
to be administered will be mailed
out within 30 days, in order to give
all employers of eight or more per-
sons about two months to make out
the blanks and return them—with
the necessary check.
And the first such check to be ac-

cepted will symbolize the greatest
experiment in social security this
state has ever undertaken. The cost
begins this year, doubles in 1937,
and triples the year after that. The
benefits begin in February, 1938. All
of which is based on the assumption
that the Legislature will within the
next two weeks or so, make the
Massachusetts law conform tech-
nically with Uncle Sam's require-
ments and leave the rest of the
provisions as they are.

If the law works out as is ex-
pected it will build up within this
state a bureau to administer the law
to some 75,000 employers and about
1,000,000 employes. Only employes
who earn not more than $2500 are I
covered by the new law.
And what is this law? Briefly, it

is a law designed to pay workers
some compensation when they are
thrown out of work. The cost is
borne by both the employer and
employe. It will add 1 per cent, of
the payroll cost of doing business s
in this state this year, 2 per cent.
next year and 3 per cent. in 1938.
It will cost the employe nothing this
year, 1 per cent. in 1937 and 1 1-2
per cent. of his pay in 1938.

It will cost Massachusetts em-
ployers about $10,000,000 this year.

The Legislature passed the law
at the last session, but the exact
wording of one paragraph is not
acceptable to Uncle Sam's regula-
tions and so that section has been
amended so as to conform. Inci-
dentallY, Just to keep the record
straight, the wording not acceptable
now to Uncle Sam was tha

wording he originally insisted upon,
but he changed his mind later.
The law applies to employers of

eight or more employes. Amend-
ments are now filed which would
cut down that number of four, three,
two, and even one. The inclusion of
employers who hire one worker is
not expected to pass for the task ,
of administering that Iw would be
all hut impossible. The reduction
to four employes is expected to pass
within a couple of weeks.

HEADS COMPENSATION PLAN

EMIL

EXCLUDED FROM ACT
Excluded from the act are: Farm

labor, home or domestic labor; city,
state, federal, town or county em-
ployes; governmental relief work-
ers, workers for corporations or as-
sociations in religious, charitable,
medicetl, scientific, literary or edu-
cationgl purposes (non-profit or-
ganizations), commission workers,
share fishermen, workers who work
at home, or the casual worker who
works four weeks or less.
If the law is amended to include

employers of four or more workers,
the commission will have to handle
10,000 employers and about 1,250,000
workers.
One of the unexpected develop-

ments in the working out of the
law has been the desire of em-
ployers of less than eight persons
to join the plan. This can be done
of the employer agrees to stay in
the fund for at least two years.
The uniform forms for employers

are being simplified to the very
last degree. The commission does
not expect that high-priced attor-
neys will be needed to fill out the
blanks for employers, at least this
year. Simplicity will be the key-
note of the Whole procedure. It will
have to be simple or the whole sys-
tem will be bogged down.

.47.4

E. FUCHS
No forms have been sent out ye ,

and no experts have been authorized
to pose as knowing what the forms I
will be. Some "experts" have al-
ready tried to solicit business from
employers by claiming to be well-
posted on the requirements. The
Legislature nas not yet acted, so
such persons are claiming too much.
Inasmuch as benefits of the act

do not start until February, 1938,
attention is being chiefly directed
to the employers' side of the whole
question. Briefly, in 1938 out-of-
work employes will receive between
$5 and $13 a week for a limited pe-
riod, depending upon salary and the
steadiness of their labor record.

$10,000,000 TAX
The tax on employers is expected

to amount to about 410,000,000 this
year. Next year the employers will
pay $20,000,000 and in 1938, $30,-
000,000. Employes this year pay noth-
ing and from then half as much as
do the employers.
Of the money collected (which in

1938 will total $85,000,000 if condi-
tions remain as they now are), 90
per cent. must go to Washington,
ear-marked as Massachusetts
money. The other 10 per cent. may
stay in this state to cover the ad-
ministration costs. But not more
than 10 per cent, can be spent for
administration expenses. When the
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law is in operation tile total 
contri-

bution from both employes and 
em-

ployers will total about $45,000,000

a year, according to pr
esent esti-

mates.
The money from Massachusetts

cannot be diverted by the fed
eral

government to any other state. It

Is ear-marked for this state, 
given to

the secretary of the treasury
 to in-

vest and must be returned 
to this

state when needed.
The, amount of the payments 

is

believed to be small enough so 
the

fund will take care of u
nemployed

in minor depressions. The fund is

a sort of fair-weather 
umbrella as

some one has called it. A certain

amount of unemployment has alw
ays

existed and the present law was

specifically aimed at that situa-

tion.
In addition to administering t

he

collection of the law, the commis-

sion must set up and operate 
state

employment offices to list all un-

employed. Incidentally, at present

there is a shortage of domestic 
la-

bor (female) end of die-cutters.
The commission entrusted with ,

handling the immense task of put-

ting the law into operation is com-

posed of Judge Emil Fuchs, Ex-Gov.

Frank Allen and Robert Watts of

the A. F. of L.

ADVISORY BOARD

An advisory board representing all

classes has also been appointed and

is working with the commission. The

board chairman iz President-Emeri-

tus A. Lawrence Lowell of Harvard.
The administration set-up is be-

coming simplified. Many questions

will have to be answered as they
arise. Some have been foreseen. If,
for example, the federal law is called

unconstitutional, the Bay State law
will continue in operation, provided
that 11 of 22 industrial states (named
zs the act) have adopted the law.
It is felt that if 11 industrial states
adopt the law the employers ‘111 be
on about the same footing as far
as wage competition is concerned.
Reciprocal arrangements between

states are being worked out. Some
of the problems are difficult. A
r:orporation doing business in 35 dif-
ferent states which made inquiries
'towed the necessity of uniformity

state blanks and regulations.
" Hampshire has the first state
ddopt the law and have Uncle

Sam accept it. Other states are
rapidly getting into line. If a state
law is not accepted by Uncle Sam
both state and federal law would
be enforced and employers would be
taxed twice.
Hence the conforming amend-

ments are not opposed.
The commission has already, with

the approval of the Governor and
the council, signed a lease for 3000
feet of office space in a building at
$.1 Milk street which will, house M.
Joseph McCartin, secretary to the
commission, and all of the necessary
Clerical force.

' Executive offices of the commis-
sion, however, will remain at room

' 413, the State House. It is expected
that as work of the group increases
additional office space will be
needed. The location at 31 Milk
street was chosen because of its
proximity to the postoffice and the
face that a bank is located in the
same building.
Gov. Curley, in a conference with

the sommission this afternoon, said
that those to be employed by the

commission will be taken from the

civil service list, and that those now

temporarily employed will have to

take civil service examinations to
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Mayor, Returned from Washington,
Dashes Hope of a New Courthouse

klayor Mansfield, returned to his
desk at City Hall this morning after

attending the conference of mayors

at Washington, quoted PWA offi-

cials as stating that there is no

money available for a new Suffolk

county courthouse and that there

will be none unless Congress pro-
vides it by new legislation.
The mayor said he called on Col.

B. A. Bowman, assistant to Col.
Theodore Hackett of the PWA en-
gineers, and Col. Bowman told him
the last money available for Massa-
chusetts was $1,311,000 and that
this has already been allotted to
dredging projects.
The mayor's report from Wash-

ington was at direct variance with
that given out b;;; Gov. Cyley on
his return from thrtitrtro a week
ago when he issued a statement
that money was available and had
been promised him personally for
the courthouse project.
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PARTY THURSDAY
FOR FRANCISCANS

Rev. Bro. D'Arcy Will Be

Guest at the Westminster

The beano party and ball to be
held Thursday evening at the Hotel
Westminster in aid of the Fran-
ciscan Fathers in Ireland will be
distinguished by the presence of
the Rev. Brother Michael D'Arcy of
the third order regular of the Fran-
ciscans.
Brother D'Arcy, came to this

country two years ago on a mission
to raise funds for the establish-
ment of a new school for Francis-
cans. His tour has carried him to
all the large cities in the United
States, putting on parties and balls
for this purpose, and the affair
in Boston Thursday 1 ill be the last
before he sails for Ireland in April.
Gov. James M. _Curia has signi-

fied his intention or attending the
party as has also State Auditor
Thomas H. Buckley and other Irish-
American citizens of prominence.
Beano will be played in the Crystal

room of the hotel and dancing will
be in the main ball room. O'Leary'e
Irish Minstrels will provide music
and Terry O'Toole, "The Boy From
Ireland," will entertain with Irish
songs and stories.
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MOVE TO AVERT
PWA STRIKE HERE
Andrew H. Peterson, state PW

A

engineer, and James T. Moriarty
,

state commissioner of labor and 
in-'

dustries, will confer in Washingto
n

11 today or tomorrow with Harry L.

, Hopkins, federal WPA admin
istra-

tor, on the threatened general st
rike

,
of union employes on work relief

jobs, Gay.Sgrley announced yester
-

day. Arrangements have been c
om-

pleted, the Governor said, to d
elay

the strike at least until Saturday
.

Meanwhile it was learned that

eight carpenters and laborers 
em-

ployed by C. J. Money & Co., 
general

contractors on the PWA low 
cost

housing project in South Boston,

quit work yesterday on orders f
rom

their union headquarters.

This is one of the jobs 
against

which the Boston Building 
Trades

Council last week authorized a 
strike

to enforce demands for 
preference

for union workers on jobs on
 which

the contractors have agreements

with the building trades 
unions.

The eight men were alone 
engaged

on the project, as work 
had been

practically suspended owing to

changes that the PWA 
authorities

wished to make in their p
lans. The

job is one that is expected to
 employ

from 300 to 400 men.
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in addition to his prese; ones

and he will receive no ad tional

compensation.

James 0. Reardon, the new state

commissioner of education, went
on record to.lay in favor of raising
the compulsory school age from 14
to 16 years, but in so doing warned
that it would "demand an increase
in the number of teachers and an
increase in school facilities with a
corresponding increase in public
taxation." He spoke before the
legislative committee on education
on recommendations of Ciolur-
ley, Dr. Payson Smith, foriorn-
missioner, and the Massachusetts
Federation of Labor for the raising
of the compulsory school age.

•


