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TIMi p TO STRAIGHTEN
IT OUT •

Gov Curley does well to hasten
back to Boston from Florida. The

squabble among his secretaries didn't
attract much attention at first but
it has reached the point where it re-
flects anything but credit on the ad-
ministration. Of course the governor
cannot be blamed for disputes among
members of his office staff, but he
must take full responsibility for an
unhealthy condition if he permits it
to continue.

The people are not one whit inter-
ested in the personal wrangling
among employes at the State House
except when they realize that the
state's business cannot be carried on
effectively by persons who are work-
ing at cross purposes. The merits of
the reported feud between Richard
Grant, chief gubernatorial secretary,
and William A. Bodfish, an assist-
ant, are not at issue but if they are
quarreling, as published stories in-
dicate, a solution of the problem
would be the ouster of one or both.

Reports from Boston have it that
Mr Bodfish is minus four teeth,
knocked out when he was attacked
while walking near the State House.
Without even knowing him, one can
sympathize with his plight, for dig-
nity and poise suffer somewhat un-
der such conditions. Whether -j•usti-
fied or not, the public will at once
assume that the attack on Bodfish
is an aftermath of harsh words said
to have been passed recently l between
members of the Curley secretariat.
Bodfish says that he doesn't know
who hit him and adds that "there
has been too much said already,"
which latter stateitent will meet with
general agreement on the part of
those who think that it's time for
the governor to make needed changes
in his occretarial staff.
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Curley Flying Horne
To End Aids' Disputes

Bodfish Back at His Desk With No Evidence of Attack

—Refuses to Name Assailant

From Our Special Reporter
Boston, March 5—So severe has be-

come the fighting on all fronts in the
"secretarial war" in the governor's of-
fice, that it was announced tonight
Gov Curley is flying home from Flori-
da to straighten out conditions, which
have become so ludicrous as to pro-
vide daily laughs for the populace and
the object of muck conjecture within
the State House.

Assistant Secretary William A. Both
fish to Gov Curley was at his desk in
the executive suite today with the
four teeth, alleged to have been
punched out of his mouth Sunday
night in the rear of the State House,
back in his mouth, and no marks
showing of the reported assault.

Bodfish May Tell Curley
He refused to divulge the name of

his assailant, although it 'seemed ap-
parent he was aware of his identity.
He carried the teeth home in his
pocket after the assault, he said. No
report was made to the pollee of the
incident, and I3odflsh said he desires
to let the matter drop, now that the
teeth are in again. It is supposed the
teeth were part of a bridgework at
the time of the alleged punch.

One Boston paper published the
story this afternoon that Bodfish had
promised to tell the name of his as-
sailant a,t the proper time, which It
Ii believed ‘will be when Gov Curley
returns from southern climes, re-
juvenated by the Florida sun, and
prepared- to straighten out this tough
problem in his official family.

The alleged assault, coming as it did
soon after the row between Bodflah
and First Secretary R. D. Grant when,
Bodfish alleges, Grant threatened to
"fire" him, gave cause for a great deal

of conjecture in Boston circles today,
particularly as to the identity of the

assailant, and whether he was a hired
"assassin" or just someone working

off a grudge. Grant refused to com-

ment today on the latest Bodfish "out-

rage."
Grant Blames Gangsters

Criminals and gangsters are re-
sponsible for the "attacks" on the
attaches of the governor, Secretary

Grant told his public over the radio
tonight, and he intimatbd that the
newspapers have been the easy tools
of these criminals in getting their
attacks before the public.

After praising President Roosevelt
during most of his free time on the
air, Grant got around to a bit of
self-defense, saying he supposed his
public must be somewhat confused
"with respect to the steady stream
of attacks directed at the governor's
office during the past week, while his
excellency has been attempting to
obtain a much-needed rest from his
long months of arduous activity."

"Personally," said Grant In his

most impersonal voice, "I am not
the least disturbed by them, for I

recognize their source and was fully

aware that they were coming. But I

believe that you will appreciate the

significance of the fact that they be-

gan directix on the heels of Gov

Curley's declaration of war upon

crime and gangsterism, and soon

after his appointment of an honest

and courageous man as police com-

missioner of Boston, in the person of

Eugene M. McSweeney."

These attacks Grant likened to
criticisms that have been heaped

upon President Roosevelt "by the

beneficiaries of conditions which pre-

vailed during the years immediately
preceding his assumption of the Pres-
ident's office."

Says Crime Firmly Intrenfhed
"As far as I am concerned," he

said, again in his impersonal way,
"they can keep right on. If any
man in public life is so careless of
his reputation as to lend himself to
a deliberate attempt to forestall Gov
Curley's move to rid the community
of undesirable underworld characters,
that's hl s worry, not mine."

Then he asserted that crime and
racketeering are as firmly intwenched
in' New England as they were in Chi-
cago under Al Capone, and have been
extorting millions of money unlaw-
fully from "a sleeping public." This
money provides means for improper
conduct, Grant maintained, asking
"Is it any wonder that gangland has
been able to successfully block the
feeble efforts made to protect the
unorganized community of gullible ,
people?"

"Who is it that wants to protect
and perpetuate Incompetent, lethar-
gic and inefficient police officials, and
why?" he asked. "Who Is it that
sets in motion the poison gas of
slander against anyone who dares to
speak the truth about the wolves
who prey upon society with the aid

'of their political henchmen? I'll
leave it to your judgment in, the firm
conviction that nobody ever lived who

,could fool all the People all of the
time."

A 125-pound armature twinr lower-
ed from the top of one of the State
House elevators today, broke from
the rope and crashed to the floor out-
side the governor's office. State House
guards and others, thinking "bombs"
might have been breught into play in
the secretarial war, rushed to the
spot, but departed smiling when they
learned the explanation.

It was tegarded as significant that
all flags on the State House were
flown at half-staff today, but inquiry
revealed this was not for the heroes
of the "secretarial war," but in corn-
memoration of the 185th anniversary
of the Boston massacre.
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atsicie Interests Rule
Racing Board Is Claim

Curley's Secretary Qucted by Atty. Crooker as
Saying O'Hara "Owns" Commission—Lie
Is Freely Passed at State House Hearing.

BOSTON, March 6—(AP) The sound
nd the fury subsided on Beacon Hill
at night after a rowdy race track

nearing in which the lie was freely
passed and charges of bribery as free-
ly made.

Originally held to obtain the public
views on 12 proposed changes in the
present statutes on horse and dog
racing, the hearing developed in the
afternoon into a series of vituperative
exchanges between Conrad Crooker,
Boston lawyer, and Senator Thomas
Burke of Boston, a member of the
Legal Affairs Committee holding the
hearing.
Crooker, who represented original

petitioners for legislation permitting
racing in Massachusetts, appeared to-
day to urge favorable action on a re-
solve seeking the appointment of a
commission to investigate the enact-
ment of the racing bill and the ap-
pointment of the racing commission.
Crooker ran into difficulties immedi-

ately with the committee with the
charge that "outside interests were in
complete control of the situation" and
of the racing commission. He gave
his authority for this charge as both
Richard D. Grant, the Governor's
secretary, and a member of the
Executive Council, whom he declined
to name.
Pressed by Senator Burke to name

the councilor, Crooker said he would
do so in execUtive session but not at
a public hearing. Replied Senator
Burke:
"You haven't got the courage, the

guts, to give the name."
"Is the gentleman calling me a liar?"

inquired Crooker.
"You haven't got the courage.

You're hiding something," said the
Senator. "You're white around the
gills now. You're afraid to give the
name."

Series of Shouts.
Interrogation of Crooker by com-

mittee members was carried on in a
series of shouts. After this exchange,
Crooker launched a furious attack on
Rep. Francis X. Coyne of Boston, who
had appeared earlier to urge action on
his bill to reduce from 200 to 100 the
number of nights on which dog racing
might be operated in the State.
A spectator shouted: "Make him

lay off Coyne!"
"He didn't lay off me," Crooker

yelled back. while Senator Harry B.
Putnam of Westfield, committee chair-
man, pounded fruitlessly for order.
Crooker quoted the Governor's sec-

retary as saying the commission was
"owned body and soul by Walter E.
O'Hara." O'Hara is the owner of the
Narragansett (R. I.) race track, and
head of numerous industries. Two
members of the commission, Crooker
declared, were "intimately associated
with that man O'Hara," and said that
In his opinion the commission was
"utterly Incompetent." O'Hara has
denied many times that he had any
personal interest in Massachusetts
racing laws or the racing commission.
The lawyer next quoted Bayard

Tuckerman. prominent North Shore
sportsman. as saying of the commis-

sion, "they stink." He then reported
that Levertt Saltonstall, Speaker of
the House, had declared to him "I
won't let that bill come out," a refer-
ence Crooker said was to his bill to
require public hearings before licenses
for race tracks were granted.
Crooker then was asked by the

committee if he knew if O'Hara had
approached members of the Legisla-
ture in an attempt to defeat the horse
racing legislation.

Mentions Ely.
"He was depending on his friend,

Joe Ely (former Gov. Joseph B. Ely),
for a veto," Crooker replied.
"Get Bayard Tuckerman in here to

tell you who approached him and
stated the bill could be put through
if $50,000 were available," Crooker
continued. Questioned as to the iden-
tity of the man who had allegedly ap-
proached Tuckerman, the lawyer said
It was Rep. Martin H. Hays of Bright-
on. Neither Hays 'or Tuckerman was
present.

Foes of Racing Will Shift
Campaign to Legislature.
The emphasis of the campaign

against dog-racing in Hampden County
will be shifted from the Racing) Com-
mission to the Legislature, it was in-
dicated last night by Rev. Arthur
Keimel of West Springfield, who re-
turned from a hearing in Boston
yesterday before the Legal Affairs
Committee on 18 bills to amend the
racing law.
He urged that citizens of this region

write immediately to their state sena•
tors and representatives urging enact-
ment of the bill introduced by Rep.
Francis X. Coyne of Boston and-
amended by Rep. Gustave Everberg
of Woburn to reduce the days allow-
able for dog-racing in the State from
200 to one. This would in effect repeal
the entire dog-racing law.
A bill has been filed for the outright

repeal of the dog-racing law. Mr.
"ielmel said, but it was entered late
and action may be taken only on
suspension of the rules. This repeal
bill also would revoke all licenses
granted.
Since the other bill would answer

practically the same purpose and is
duly' entered, Mr. Keimel said, the
opponents to dog-racing should muster
support to have it reported out favor-
ably by the committee. State Senator
Harry B. Putnam of Westfield is
chairman of the Legal Affairs Com-
mittee before which the hearing took
place.
Asked 43., Senator Putnam for a

version of the Southwick vote favor-
ing dog-racing. Mr. Keimel said the
Issue was confused since the single
article in the warrant included dog-
racing and horse-racing, and the vote
had to be on both.
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Fall River Repents (
Fall River is reported to be discovering

to its sorrow that Curie impassioned
campaign promises wit r to horn rule
were uttered for rhetorical effect to catch
votes. Citizens of that city are now lamenting
that the Governor is not so keen about their
enjoyment of home rule. As a matter of fact,
Mr. Curley appears to be keen about taking
a personal part in Fall River affairs.

Last fall when Mr. Curley was flashing
from one end of the State to the other deliver-
ing bursts of oratory, he proclaimed that there
was no reason why Fall River should not be
given the exclusive right to handle ,its own
police force. He expatiated at length on the
sacred rights of communities. Further than
that he promised the good people of Fall River
that he would give them what they had voted
for on four occasions if he were elected Gov-
ernor.

Mr. Curley was elected. Fall River votes
helped swell his majority. But his promises
to Fall River are ignored. He has now, it
seems, assumed a new attitude. Fall River
can run its police department—which it pays to
maintain—only if there is a referendum at-
tached to the legislation granting the city that
power, Mr. Curley now says. The people of
Fall River, disappointed and indignant at this ,
about face, charge that the Governor is now
more interested in playing politics than in
keeping promises and that he wants to use the
police commissionership for political purposes.
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/Granite Chips
H. C. P.

Perhaps because they ran so well
last November, Governor Bridges of
New Hampshire and Governor Curley
of Massachusetts have been eferali
to membership in the ne w Fox and
Hounds Club at 448 Beacon street,
Boston.

Mel Nasser, who shook hands with
Governor Bridges three times on the
evening of the charity ball, is not

the only New Hampshire columnist

who is enthusiastic over the Granite

State chief executive, The "Jottings"

man of the Hamptons Union and
Rockingham County Gazette writes:

"Governor Bridges is one of the most

popular governors New Hampshire

has had in a long time. He's honest

and straight and deserves the support

a all."
And "Bib Westland" of the Man-

chester News says: "Some Democra-

tic representatives in the legislature

think that Governor Bridges is one

of the best New Hampshire ever has

had."

According to the news from Bea-

con Hill, Boston, being a governor's
secretary in Massachusetts is what the

insurance companies classify as a
"hazardous occupation".

•
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CURLEY PLANS
TO COME HOME

Grant, Bodfish Squabble
Linked to Move to Put

House in Order
BOSTON, March 5 tAP)—Chill

breezes from home were reported
tonight to have persuaded Gov-
ernor James M. Curley to terminate
his vacation at Palm Beach and
return home to put his house in
order.
Several days ago his secretary,

Richard D. Grant, after a dispute
with Assistant Secretary William
H. Bodfish, "fired" the latter. Bod-
fish refused to bow to what he
termed "Hitlerish" conduct and
said that as far as he was con-
cerned Curley was still governor
and that he would leave only on
the order of the governor.
Then Sunday night as Bodfish

left the State House a man stepped
from the shadows and crashed a
fist against his jaw, dislodging sev-
eral teeth.
State police said they were con-

vinced there was no connection
;between the Grant-Bodfish dispute
and the punch on the jaw and that
they were searching for a man
who was believed to have held a:

I
grudge against the assistant secre-
tary.
Grant, who refused to comment,

on the assault said the governor
would be back at the State House I
Thursday or Friday.
Observers were wondering what k

would happen when he got Grant '
and Bodfish together.
Ire 'ters—er—Tow...seeern—irmen—ne
attributes to a punch delivered,
when he was attacked by hoodlums
outside the State House. He states
that robbery 'was not the motive of
the assault, as nothing was taken
from him. News of the incident
leaked out wfien Mr. Bodfish's
absence from the executive depart-
ment ' led to an investigation.
Lieutenant Governor Hurley pro-
poses to have an inquiry as soon
as the governor returns.
The assault upon Mr. Bodfish,

which occurred Sunday night, is
the latest event in a series of
sensational episodes for the Curley
secretariat which have enlivened

"the newspaper columns. The up-

roar started last Tuesday night
When Chief Secretary Richard D.
Grant was the subject of a verbal
onslaught by a West End repre-
sentative, for including a certain
legislator in a radio denunciation
of alleged Boston racketeers.
Twenty-four hours previous to

the assault upon Bodfish, it is
reported that he had a heated
altercation with Secretary Grant,
who, it is said, threatened to dis-
charge him. Bodfish, when inter-
viewed about the matter, said it
was over and done with, and that
the governor had sensed it was
a squabble of no importance.
Local interest attaches to the

strenuous happenings in the
governor's offices, because of the
participation of a New Bedford
man, John H. Backus, who is also
an assistant secretary. His name
was drawn into the Grant-
Bodfish controversy when it was
said that the New Bedford man
resented a letter he found on his
desk purporting to be signed by
Grant, delegating Backus as his
assistant secretary to speak for
him at a dinner to Mayor Charles
Lyons of Marlboro. Mr. Backus
denied that he felt any resentment
at being called an assistant to
Grant, and declared he recognized
Grant as his superipr in the depart-
ment. "It was later settled with
more or less reason," says a
Boston newspaper writer, "that
someone had played a joke on
Backus, and signed Grant's name
to the letter in an effort 'to get
John Backus' goat.'" The attempt
had an aftermath on Saturday
afternoon, when one of Governor
Curley's political supporters made
the taunting remark to Mr.
Backus, "You'll be on the bricks
soon," and it is said that a fist
fight in the office was prevented
only by the interference of others
in the office.

HERALD- NEWS
Fall River, Mass.

MAR 6 1935
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Curley Plans
To Fly Home

BULLETIN
MIAMI, Fla., March 6.—(UP)--

Governor James M. Curley of
Massachusetts left here by air-
plane. for Boston today after a
Florida vacation,
He is due to arrive at Boston at

8:39 p, m.
On his arrival, among other

things, he is expected to intervene
In the controversy between his
secretaries, Richard D. Grant and
William A. Bodfish.

Gov. James M. Curley is report-
ed due to return to the State
House within 24 hours.

It was announced in Boston he
planned to fly from Palm Beach
today. This was interpreted in
some political circles to indicate he
was interested in settling the dis-
pute among his secretaries, despite
assurances from members of his
party in the South that he regarded
the battling between Messrs. Rich-
ard D. Grant and William A. Bod-
fish as unimportant.
However, political-minded per-

sons noted with interest that the
Governor had his car available for
a leisurely drive North, but was
planning to use a plane.

Blames Gangsters
Mr. Grant, in an address last

night, said that "the steady stream
of attacks directed at the Govern-
or's office during the past week had
their beginning "directly on the heels
of Gov. Curley's declaration of war
upon crime and gangsterism." He
compared the attacks with "abus-
ive criticisms that have been heaped
upon President Roosevelt."

To Cut Appropriation
When the Governor returns, he

will learn that the House of Repre-
!net itm,SKapas.n.d.j.leans Coln-
mittee considers that duplication of
effort.
Gov. Curley has 17 employes on

his staff.
Five years ago, former Gov.

Frank G. Allen had eight. The
legislative committee does not be-
lieve the work has doubled in that
time.

It has decided to allow an appro-
priation which will provide suffi-
cient funds to pay Frank L. Kane,
assistant secretary in charge of the
employment office, until May 1.
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Rockingham County Gazette writeb:

"Governor Bridges is one of the most
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CURLEY PLANS
TO COME HOME

Grant, Bodlish Squabble
Linked to Move to Put

House in Order
BOSTON, March 5 (AP)—Chill

breezes from home were reported
tonight to have persuaded Gov-
ernor James M. Curley to terminate
his vacation at Palm Beach and
return home to put his house in
order.
Several days ago his secretary,

Richard D. Grant, after a dispute
with Assistant Secretary William
H. Bodfish, "fired" the latter. Bod-
fish refused to bow to what he
termed "Hitlerish" conduct and
said that as far as he was con-,
cerned Curley was still governor

STAND ARDItIMES'

New Bedford, Mass.
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standards."

Governor Curley may find
warmth in Fr8r1da, but recent
events give rise to doubt as to
whether the Southern vacation
headquarters is any hotter than
the governor's own offices at the
State House. Assistant Secretary
William A. Bodfish is mourning
the loss of four teeth, which he
attributes to a punch delivered
when he was attacked by hoodlum
outside the State House. He sta
that robbery 'was not the motive
the assault, as nothing was tak
from him. News of the inciden
leaked out when Mr. Bodfish's
absence from the executive depart-
ment ' led to an investigation.
Lieutenant Governor Hurley pro-
poses to have an inquiry as soon
as the governor returns.
The assault upon Mr. Bodfish,

which occurred Sunday night, is
the latest event in a series of
Jonsatioaal episodes for the Curley
secretariat which have enlivened
the newspaper columns. The up.

roar started last Tuesday night
when Chief Secretary Richard D.
Grant was the subject of a verbal
onslaught by a West End repre-
sentative, for including a certain
legislator in a radio denunciation
of alleged Boston racketeers.
Twenty-four hours previous to

the assault upon Bodfish, it is
reported that he had a heated
altercation with Secretary Grant,
who, it is said, threatened to dis-
charge him. Bodfish, when inter-
viewed about the matter, said it
was over and done with, and that
the governor had sensed it was
a squabble of no importance.
Local interest attaches to the

strenuous happenings in the
governor's offices, because of the
participation of a New Bedford
man, John H. Backus, who is also
an assistant secretary. His name
was drawn into the Grant-
Bodfish controversy when it was
said that the New Bedford man
resented a letter he found on his
desk purporting to be signed by
Grant, delegating Backus as his
assistant secretary to speak for
him at a dinner to Mayor Charles
Lyons of Marlboro. Mr. Backus
denied that he felt any resentment
at being called an assistant to
Grant, and declared he recognized
Grant as his superior in the depart-
ment. "It was later settled with
more or less reason," says a
Boston newspaper writer, "that
someone had played a joke on
Backus, and signed Grant's name
to the letter in an effort 'to get
John Backus' goat.'" The attempt
had an aftermath on Saturday
afternoon, when one of Governor
Curley's political supporters made
the taunting remark to Mr.
Backus, "You'll be on the bricks
soon," and it is said that a fist
fight in the office was prevented
only by the interference of others
in the office.
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Curley Plans
To Fly Home

BULLETrN
MIAMI, Fla., March 6.—(UP)--

Governor James M. Curley of
Massachusetts left here by air-
plane. for Boston today after a
Florida vacation.
He is due to arrive at Boston at

8:39 p, m.
On his arrival, among other

things, he is expected to intervene
in the controversy between his
secretaries, Richard D. Grant and
William A. Bodfish.

Gov. James M. Curley Is report-
ed due to return to the State
House within 24 hours.

It was announced in Boston he
planned to fly from Palm Beach
today. This was interpreted in
some political circles to indicate he
was interested in settling the dis-
pute among his secretaries, despite
assurances from members of his
party in the South that he regarded
the battling between Messrs. Rich-
ard D. Grant and William A. Bod-
fish as unimportant.
However, political-minded per-

sons noted with interest that the
Governor had his car available for
a leisurely drive North, but was
planning to use a plane.

Blames Gangsters
Mr. Grant, in an address last

night, said that "the steady stream
of attacks directed at the Govern-
or's office during the past week had
their beginning "directly on the heels
of Gov. Curley's declaration of war
upon crime and gangsterism." He
compared the attacks with "abus-
ive criticisms that have been heaped
upon President Roosevelt."

To Cut Appropriation
When the Governor returns, he

will learn that the House of Repre-
sentatives Ways and Means Com-
mittee intends cutting the appro-
priation for his department. It
will slash the salary item, with
specific attention upon the appro-
priation for an employment agency
in the Governor's office. The com-
mittee considers that duplication of
effort.
Gov. Curley has 17 employes on

his staff.
Five years ago, former Gov.

Frank G. Allen had eight. The
legislative committee does not be-
lieve the work has doubled in that
time.

It has decided to allow an appro-
priation which will provide suffi-
cient funds to pay Frank L. Kane,
assistant secretary in charge of the
employment office, until May 1.
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Madachusetts Soions See Hialeah Racing

The state of Massachusetts, which promises to becOme an important factor in racing during the coming
summer, will. find its state officials well advised as to details of plant operation. This group above are shown
at Hialeah Park where they have gained much valuable Advice as well as learned many things necessary for
successful thoroughbred racing. The group includes, left to right, Maj. Joseph F. Tumuity, Gov, James M. 
Wag  lien. William A. Rose, and Col. George H. Eicheibeiger of Governor Curley's staff.
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