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troBEs Bousrog
IN ASSESSMENT Turns Into Hand-Shaking Marathon

Chairman of Board Orders
Investigation of Medford

Witness's Story

BOSTON VALUATION
INCREASED $57,000

Edward T. Kelly, chairman of the
board of ailessors, yesterday ordered I
full investigation of the testimony of a
witness in the Medford Trust Company
case who said that an assessment on
the Hotel Dunbar property in ward 9.
Roxbury, had been increased from
$44,000 to 9101,000 at his request so
that he could negotiate a large loan.

Kelly said that if there was any
truth to the assertion of David R.
Siegel of Newton. the witness, that "it
was a practice right along every day"
in the assessing department to increase
valuations at the request of property
owners, he would put a stop to it.

DEPUTY SUMMONED •
Siegel testified Thursday at the mas-

ter's hearing on the suit of Bank Com-
missioner Guy against directors of the
closed bank.

Kelly wrote a letter to James H.
Phelan, deputy assessor for ward 9.
Roxbury, who is now on vacation. or-
dering him to appear at the assessor's
office at 10 A. M. Monday to tell what
he knows.

Kelly conferred with Samuel Silver-
man, corporation counsel, for an how
yesterday afternoon and then an-
nounced that Silverman would sit with
him at the hearing at which every'
person involved would be asked to tell

.what he knew about the case.
Chairman Kelly interviewed Phelan's

assistant, Frederick F. Smith, visited
the property at the corner of Dudley
and Washington streets, and ordered
an examination of the assessors' files
for all information pertaining to the
case.

"As there are somewhat more. than
100,000 parcels of property in the cite
to be assessed -110,000, I think it is—
and there are three members of the
board, we divide the city into districts,
each of us taking the supervision of
one," said Chairman Kelly.

"We endeavor to examine personally
the properties in the downtown district
in Hit spring when assessments .ore
Made, but the outlying proptirtfea are
left somewhat to the judgments of our
deputies and their assistants. Deputy
Phrlan or hi: assistant investigated the
peoperty and apparently was satisfied
that the aasessment should be raisedf
Nothing was said to me shout raising
it and I know nothing about it of my
awn knowledge."

[Special Dispatch to The Herald]

LOS ANGELES, Cal., Sept. 17—His+ Yesterday Mr. Curley was a guest of
political expedition into Los Angeles Will Rogers at his Santa Monica ranch,
has turned into more of a personal attended a luncheon party at Warner
hand -shaking marathon for Mayor Brothers studio and late last night he
James Curley of Boston. addressed a capacity gathering of

Every time he enters his suite at United Spanish War Veterans in Petri -
the Biltmore, he encounters a constant otic hall, his address being broadcast
stream oi former Bostonians or Boston for 45 minutes over KFWB.
visitors here and has difficulty break- "I didn't know there were so many
jog away te keep a few speaking ap- Boston people west of the Mississippi,"
pointments. To meet this demand, he the mayor exclaimed. "It has proved
decided today to hold a reception at the
hotel tomorrow evening.

This evening he was the guest of
Ski Graumann at the latter's Chinese
theatre in Hollywood. After attend-
ing St. Vincent's church in the morning
the mayor will spend the remainder of
the day meeting visitors. Be will fly to
Salt Lake City Monday morning.

almost embarrassing, as there is a con-
stant stream of them to my quarters, 20
or 30 in the room all the time. I hate
to seem rude and just walk out on
them, so I've just cancelled several rJf
my planned engagements, had some
sandwiches sent to the room, and set-
tled down to visit."

Welfare Relief
The scandals and wrangles which

have centred on the Boston depart-
ment of public welfare have a paral-
lel in other places. The newspapers
have had many items about graft
there, waste here, loose methods
everywhere. To keep quiet about this
situation would be to withhold from
the people a mass of vital information
to which they are entitled. They pay
the bills. They have an unquestioned
right to know the items of the ac-
count. If they close their eyes to
wrongdoing or to suspicion of irregu-
larity, they invite worse abuses.

Public confidence in these agencies
has been weakened. In some cases it
can be restored by a change of meth- ,
ods, in others a new personnel is
necessary, and in some instances both
n-.ust take place before the public
will be satisfied that its money is not
being squandered. As the President
said in Washington Thursday, nobody
should be allowed to go hungry or
suffer from cold. But neither should
anybody receive funds and supplies
which ought to go to somebody else.
That is not, as some Bostonians have
said, the dogma of Bourbonism and
selfishness and inhumanity, but the
doctrine of philanthropy, common
sense and ordinary prudence. The
larger the amount that is wasted on
the unworthy, the smaller the benefits
which the really worthy will receive.
And this is a good to repeat the
old maxim that an appearance of
prbpriety. efficiency and justice in
public administration is of the ut-
most importance.

L o
Keliher Seems Winner

In Greater Boston, there is tre-
mendous interest in the contests for
sheriff of Suffolk county and for clerk
of the Superior Criminal Court. Sheriff
John A. Kellher is looked upon as alikely winner In his contest for nom-ination with City Councillor John F.Dowd, Dr. Joseph W. Lyons of SouthBoston and Michael W. Ober or Dor-chester. Keliher's record for humanetreatment of prisoners, his long Yearsof service to the party and his generalall-round efficiency make him thechoice of a large majority of the po-,laical observers In the county.

In the battle for the Democraticnomination for clerk of the SuperiorCriminal Court, a victory for William .Michael Prendible, the present clerk, Is ;looked for after a hard battle withWilliam C. S. Healey of East Boston,Daniel A. McLaughlin of the South Endand James J. Mulvey of Roxbury. Thefight is between Prendible and Mulvey,with the other candidates eliminatedfrom serious consideration as likelywinners.

Prendible Has Edge
Prendible is a lawyer, who waschosen for the position by the judgesof the Superior Court to 1111 a vacanc3,,lie is strong with the legionnaire, hasthe endorsement of leading members ofthe bar and his experience in the office,where he has worked up to the top overa period of years, gives him a deckledadvantage over his opponent. Mulveyhas made a most energetic battle, hutthe fact that he now holds a $5001.1 johas City Registrar at city Hall la lookedupon by many of the Suffolk Countyvoters as being sufficient reward forhis efforts for the party hi the past.Here again the Smith -Roosevelt con-troversy of last April is operating toaffect the result. Mulvey, lig a part ofthe organization of Mayor Curio., illsa i d to have been against Smith, whileMartin Lonuisney and the aterairlokeClub, the political organization withwhich Prendible has alwaNs beenneed, was strong for (lover nor Smith.This light Is probably the most MUSAin the State. but Prendible is looked,upon as the likely winner.
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West End Chieftain in 
Old-Time

Form at Pre-Primary Mee
ting at

the Hendricks Club

FAILED TO TAK
E COAT OFF

Martin Lomasney d
id not bother to 

reveal short sleeves

stirring charge to 
the members of 

the Hendricks C
lub

shown in action d
uring his speech.

Areming Mayor 
Curley's brother

of threatening city employees 
with

the loss of their
 jobs they (lid not

support City R
egistrar James J. M

ul-

vey's candidacy f
or clerk of the 

Su-

perior Criminal 
Court, fozi•ler 

Rep-

resentative Martin M
. Lomasney 

ex-

horted a capacity 
crowd at the 

Hen-

dricks Club, late 
yesterday, to 'kee

p

Clerknominating

dible."
The '73-year-old 

West End politi

PLAIN LANGUAGE

Referring to recent criminal indict-

ments in connection with clo
sed banks,

Lomasney questioned the motives of

the Mayor's brother in seeking the

, election of the city registrar to the

office of court clerk.
The veteran leader of the club, as

well as other speakers at th
e tradi-

tional "Sunday before'
. primary meet-

ing, charged that the C
ity Halt poli-

ticians were demanding Prendible's

head because the Hendricks 
Club re-

fused to pass up Smith and support

I Roosevelt in the April presidential

primaries here this year
.

In characteristic fashion, 
the famous

district leader ripped his collar and

tie from their moorings as he las
hed

nut at his opponents in pla
in and force-

ful language that all could
 understand.

A Prendible Rally

The meeting was conver
ted Into a

Prendible rally, as the c
lub leader, and

even the candidates for 
other offices,

who had been endorsed b
y the organi-

zation, volunteered to sacrifiCe their

own chances, if necessary, to insure

victory in the clerk's fight.

1 Lomasney himself paid scant ;Men.

ton to the other contests, and an-

nounced that, for the first time in a

half century, the club was no
t picking

a candidate in the contests 
for Lieu-

tenant-Governor and Governor's 
Coun-

cil in the district.

One exception was the blast he di-

rected at Governor's Councillor James

H. Brennan's candidacy for C
ongress.

He accused Brennan of stating at a

Charlestown rally that Prendible's

middle name was "Malcolm,
" instead

of Michael, adding, "Brenna
n's name

will be mud after Tuesday's election
."

Accuses _Mulvey

' Making Registrar Mulvey his tar
get,

the Hendricks Club chieftain charged

ithat "Mulvo, laid down like the l‘a leer

when he lost the 192:3 recount for the

clerk's office. He did not go to the

Supreme Court on the recount 
case, hut

he quit because the late Assistan
t Dis-

trict Attorney Bob Maguire had the

goods on him," charged Lomas
ney.

Referring to the 1928 election in
 which

Mulvey first was reported a win
ner of

the clerk's contest by nearly 1000
 votes

only to lose on the recount by 32 votes,

Lomasney charged that "Mulv
ey steered

the o.al hut didn't get aw
ay with it.

Campbell gained in the recount the

votes that were originally counted

against hint by the election officers.

1 Hits election Board

"Even in the recount :
350 more crosses

1 on the line were counted f
or Mulvey by

the Board of Election Commissioners.

That was worse than the 
old Louisiana

. hoard," charged Lomasney,
 demanding

"What are Mulvey and
 his speakers

trying to give us, a lot 
of claptrap about

i their slogan 'Remember
 1929, a square

.. deal and a fair count.'

when he gave 
nis '"fhen.they say that Pre

ndible owns a

yesterday. He is lot of property on N
ashua street, and

that Prendible and I are in partner-

ship. That's not so," protested Lo-

masney, explaining: "John C. Riley,

Edward Cassell and I bo
ught a piece of

property and we made Wil
liam Michael

Prendible the trustee,
 because we knew

we could trust him. It's pretty hard to

nndan7,o nnusun ecy a shan  t trust 
ecrowd 
c r theseNd 

roared.

the

chieftain charged that althong asserted

the NI ayor, before 
leaving for the He had them laugh

ing ihtproariouoslrye a.

them that he had bought a piece . of

velt, proclaimed his 
neutrality in the

court clerk's contest, former City

Treasurer John J, curie
y has lately

4. to

William M. Pren

few minutes later
 when e revealed to

West on a stumpin
g tour for Roo

se-
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MANY CANDI
DATES

I 

Lawny FACEsi,,„,,,Thz.,
-I=

man 
0‘1%."11'. iskrefilgir7 di1;
hn F. Dowd

 and Dr.

Joseph V. Ly
ons, former 

member of 
the

scho,:l commit
tee.

FIGHT OF CAREER test has bee
n the resort t

o mud-throw
-The conspicu

ous phase of
 this con-

ing, the inje
ction of per

sonalities an
d

the vicious atta
cks on Kelitt

er by Dowd.

In certain Bos
ton districts

 this charac-

Backs Prendibl
e for Cleric

ter of campai
gning has b

een resented

by supporter
s of Keliher

 and fist fi
ghts

Of Court—Ke
en Contest 

and stone thr
owing have e

nlivened out-

door rallies.

For 
SheriffTo

day the climax o
f the Prend

ible-

Mulvey battle
 will be reac

hed. At the

usual Sunday afternoon pre-primary

gathering at 
the Hendrick

s club, it is

expected that
 Mann M. Lo

masney wi
ll

turn his ver
bal shafts at

 Mayor Curl
ey,

FOR COUNTY
 JOBS 

who has bee
n injected i

nto the ba
ttle

by the pass
ing of instr

uctions to c
ity

By JAMES 
GOGGIN

Surprising 
apathy prevails among

Boston Dem
ocrats about

 the outcom
e

of the nume
rous contes

ts for nomi
na-

tions for cou
nty and stat

e offices at 
the

primary Tues
day.

Ballyhoo an
d canned m

usic and a
n

unparalleled 
expenditure f

or literatur
e,

banners, and
 broadcastin

g have fail
ed

to stimulate any noticeable 
interest

among the 
voters and u

nless the 
final

two days i
nject unexpected !if into

an inexplica
bly dull ca

mpaign, ther
e is

little prospe
ct of a he

avy turnout
 of

voters Tuesd
ay.

Two among 
the many c

ontests whi
ch

will be decided M 
Boston sta

nd out.

They are th
e contests .f

or the nom
ina-

tions for she
riff of Suff

olk county 
and

clerk of th
e superior 

criminal cou
ri.

Despite the 
intensive efforts of 

the

rival candid
ates to crea

te enthusi
asm,

the average
 voter is u

nconcerned 
about

the contests
 and the 

probability of
 any

noticeable ch
ange is very

 remote.

Only for t
he fact tha

t Martin M
.

Lomasney, th
e veteran 

of innumera
ble

political wars
, is directing

 the campa
ign

to retain f
or his yout

hful compan
ion,

William M. 
Prendible, th

e clerkship 
of

the superior criminal court, there

would be far 
less activity 

than has be
en

apparent,

BATTLE OF
 HIS CARE

ER

Lomasney is actually fighting the

Political batt
le of his lon

g career. It
 is

not improbab
le tnat it m

ay be the la
st

contest in w
hich he will

 call up all 
his

political res
ources to be

 helpful to a

candidate.
That he ia mo

re concerned
 about the

candidacy of
 Clerk Prend

ible than he

has been in 
any similar 

candidacy fo
r

many years c
annot be cha

llenged.

He is ambiti
ous to see "hi

s boy" as

he calls the 
young West e

nder. whom

he credits wit
h prolonging 

his life, win

election to th
e post to wh

ich he was

appointed less than tw
o years ago 

to

fill the vacan
cy caused by

 the death

of Clerk John
 R. Campbell,

The opponent
 of Prendihle 

is James

i J. Mulvey, ho
lder of the $5

000-a-year

f post of city re
gistrar, whos

e failure to

'relinquish tha
t berth to seek

 nomination

I
to the clerksh

ip has given t
he Lom-

asney-directe
d forces an issue which

has been stressed throughout 
the

county.
j Mulvey was a candidate in 1928

lagainst the la
te Clerk Campbe

ll, but an

tapparent initial victory was co
nverted

Into defeat by a
 recount of th

e ballots.

Mulvey's princ
ipal claim to re

cognition

is based on hi
s argument that

 he was

unfairly deprived of t
he victory four

years ago. Opp
onents eharge

 that Mul-

vey is not a m
ember of the

 bar and

that he hes a
ttempted to g

ive the im-

pression that
 he ia,

department h
eads to line 

up their fo
rces

for Mulvey.

Friends of t
he mayor i

nsist that h
e

has not is
sued the order which hasj

been transm
itted to de

partment he
ads, '

and they a
re equally 

insistent tha
t he

has adhered
 to his pro

mise to the 
Lo-

masney forc
es to mainta

in strict ne
u-

trality.
It appears to

 be certain
 that some 

as-

sociates of 
the mayor h

ave taken a
d-

vantage of 
his absence 

to extend 
aid

to Mulvey. 
The result 

promises to 
be

a repetition o
f the Smith

-Roosevelt co
n-

ttoversy in A
pril and un

less the pl
ans

of Lomasney
 are change

d, he will 
pay

considerable 
attention to 

the mayor 
in

his talk tod
ay. In 1929 the

 Lomasney

group suppo
rted Curley 

and it was 
in

recognition o
f this debt t

hat the mayo
r

agreed to m
aintain a n

eutral attitu
de.

Prendible has
 the benefit 

of the sup-

port of his fe
llow member

s of the Ame
r-

ican Legion,
 while Mulvey's chie

f re-

liance is the
 Democratic

 vote in Ro
x-

bury and ce
rtain wards

 of Dorchest
er.

In what use
d to be his 

stronghold t
he

Prendible fo
rces drove a

 wedge by 
the

selection of 
former Repr

esentative J
ohn

P Connolly
 as first as

sistant clerk
 of

the court. 
In Roxbury 

the battle b
e-

tween the C
onnolly led 

group and t
he

Mulvey coterie has been 
particularly

lively.
%Observers pr

edict that P
rendible will

roll up a m
ajority greatly in excess

of 10,000 vot
es in the fir

st eight war
ds

and that he will attract suppo
rt in

the other 
wards beyond

 Roxbury a
nd

Dorchester.

The injecti
on of Mayor C

urley into

the contest h
as been not

iceably helpf
ul

to Prendible
 because it brought him

public suppor
t from the 

majority of t
hel

political foes
 of Curley.
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CURLEY PARTY FETED

BY HOLLYWOOD FOLK

Mayor Is Guest 
at Dinner

at Will Rogers' H
ome

&leek! DiApaie
h to the Globe

LOS ANGELES, 
Sept 17—Ma:,•or

Curley and party were luncheon

guests of the Warner Brothers at

their studio yesterday. 
The Mayor

spoke at the c
onclusion of 

the lunch-

eon, and his
 address was

 bioadeast

over the War
ner station. 

Jack War-

ner presided at the luncheon, and

present were
 the officials o

f the com-

pany and man
y stars, inclu

ding Robe

Daniels, Loretta Young, BarOara

Stanwyck, 
Joan Blondel!, Willsm

Powell, Edwa
rd Robinson a

nd Frank

Fay. Leo Curley a
lso made an 

ad-

dress.
The studios of

 the RK0 wer
e next

visited, where
 the party wa

s greeted

by Mr Cooper,
 Mr Selznick

 and Mr

Sullivan, th
e latter a form

er Bos-

tonian. ,The party wat
ched a group

of children bei
ng shot for a

 picture,

and then posed
 with Ann Hardi

ng for

a photograph.

The party the
n left for the ho

me of

Will Rogers, w
here they we

re di liter

guests. Will Rogers sh
owed them hi

s

beautiful esta
te at Beverley

 Kills. A

thrill was the
 ride up the s

ide of the

mountain, be
ing driven by M

r Roe,—..rs,

on a one-car r
oad with the p

recinice

on one side t
he entire dista

nce and

such sharp cur
ves that only s

n es:pert

could handle t
he ear. At the dinner

were present M
rs Rogers, thei

r ccn,

James, and M
r and Mrs 'Ed Eorein.

In the evening 
the Mayor address

ed

t gathering o
f about 5000 veter

ans at

Patriotic Hall.

The Mayor has
 been swamped w

ith

visits and invitations from former

Bostonians. Among those ca
lling to-

day were Don Mor
iarty of South 

Bos-

ton, Mrs John
 E. Colthurst, Jo

neph

Freeman of Rox
bury, attorney

 Henry

Gedman, Pat S
mith of Holyoke

, Jay

O'Brien, Mrs Ir
ene Rigali, a sister

 Of

attorney John
 Phil White of Boston

,

John Klggen of
 Hyde Park, and

 Fred

Bowers, brothe
r of Clapt Bowers of

the Boston Fire
 Department.
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reached the city desk of the Boston

Post from its publishers, the A. N.
Marquis Company of Chicago. This
number is practically hall of those
listed from Massachusetts, which lat-

•

1009 HUB NAMES 1 (W01111011, Cardinal WIlliron j. 'dit-
nett is A 11 411114.Ft:ill; II I lie community.

I

1 T1111'P is only one Curley ill Boston's
, aggregation of biographical sketches,
.tn,1 that one is of Mayor James M.

'ley. There isn't a Kelley or Kelly,

1 T . ' y ',,',::,'.1!t,„°,:!ly.,
l list-, from BOSt011 is James A, Lowell, U.

He 
LongfelloweisA.   

Wadsworth
   listed   ILforiT.

I

district judge. There are no Sulli-

Half of the Number Listed From Bay
State—Massachusetts Second in

Country, After New York
Boston has 1009 names in the new ter totals 2045 men and women. It

1932-33 edition of "Who's Who in makes the old -Bay State second in

America," copy of which has just the point of residents honored by in-
elusion between its brilliant red cov-
ers, with New York first, with 5951
residents.

.4110 IN NEW ENGLAND
In the matter of birthplace, Massa-

chusetts takes fourth rank, for in the

lbook are just 2103 people who claim It

their native State. Again New York

heads this list with 3705 namee. Penn-

sylvania is second, and Ohio third, the

latter going ahead of Massachusetts by
just 42 names.
The whole of New England, including

all six States, shows that 4110 people
who have attained the distinction of
mention in Who's Who, are its sons and

I daughters, and that 3690 of them today
claim a home address in some village,

i town or city of the combination. Maine
born as listed are 496, New Hampshire
as 308, Vermont, 290, Rhode Island, 251,
and Connecticut 662. Residents in Maine
are 214, New Hampshire, 196. Vermont,
130, Rhode Island, 231, and Connecticut,
&M.

Smith Leads All in Boston
Getting haele to Boston's representa-

tives in this 17th volume, a biennial pub-
lication, It is not surprising to find the
name Smith in excess of all others from
this city. There are 12 Smiths and one
Smythe. The name Jones takes second
place with nine. The unusual thing
here Is the fact that four of the Joneses
are women. Two are librarians and
two are educators. Apparently they
are not related.
The name Alien, in which that of for-

mer Governor Frank G. Allen is in-
eluded and the name Williams. are tied
for third place, each having eight lead-
ling citizens to their credit. The Cabot s
of Boston are a strong fourth, with
seven representatives. The Coolidges,
the Richardsons and the Sears, names
of importance In the Hub, es '-h 11RV^
six representatives. The Parkers have
five. The Ames, Brown, Clarke, Cod-
man, Davis and Lawrence families are
allotted four each. There are three
worthy rules from the Adams, Brewster,
Endicott and O'Connell clans, Of the

Mayor Curley in It

R Is.
Cambridge is the Massachusetts city

which has the next largest number of
distIngui.iued,...ons and daughters, ac-
cording to "Who's Who." There are 313
listed from there in this new publica-
tion. The Newtons, all six, appear to he
next. with L3 sketches; Worcester has
72, Weiiesley 48, and Springfield 41.
Provincetown, on the Cape's tip, has
17. Two are local physicians, one is the
explorer, Donald R. MacMillan, and the
others are artists anti authors.
Any reference to Mrs. Grace Morri-

son Poole of Brockton, now president
of the General Federation of Women'*
Clubs In this country, is lacking. She
was formerly \lee-president of this
women's organization. Her predeeessot
In the office of president, Mrs. Bettie
Slope' of Baltimore, Md., has a space.
A celebrity who gives Boston as his

home address, though born In Vienna,
is Fritz lerelsler, the violinist.
Mrs. Henry W. Peabody, chttirmsn of

the Women's National Committee for
Lave Enforcement, gives Beverly as her
legal residence, accerding to this edi-
tion, though she is supposed to be
domiciled in Florida. Mrs. Peabody's
achievements fill 20 lines. Another
prohibition worker honored by a 20-
line sketch, known to local RS well
as national fame, Is Mrs. Elizabeth Til-
ton of Cambridge, also known as Mrs.
William Tilton.

Proportion of Women to Men Low

It takes 16 lines to sketch the life to
date of Governor Joseph B. Ely of Mas-
sachusetts and 14 lines cover James M.
Curley. the present Mayor of Boston.
His predecessor in the office, Malcolm
E. Nichols, has 20 lines. Former Gov-
ernor Allen has 24 lines and John F.
Fitzgerald has a 10-line sketch.
Calvin Coolidge, Nth l'resident of the

United States, is just short of 25 lines.
Karl T. Compton. president of the Mas-
sachusetts Irstitute of Technology, has
37 lines; President A. Lawrence Lowell
of Harvard, 35 lines. Daniel L. Marsh.
president of Boston University, has 35
lines. President John A. Cousens of
Tufts College, 231/2 lines and the Rev.
Louis J. Gallagher, president of Boston
College, found 10 lines sufficient for his
sketch.
President Ada L. Comstock of Rad-

cliffe, President Ellen Fitz Pendleton
of Wellesley and President Niary r
Woolley of Mount Holyoke fill sot
which compares favorably with 9uu
occupied by the presidents of the 7,ns
jor men's colleges. President \\'t
has 40 lines, President Penult,- uri, Ic
Mill President Comstock, 23 Hoe, ,
Throughout the hook, the pro ertiol

of women to men is rather low, of tht
:1931 new names added to the oldies-
I ion this year, only 167 were s omen,
But. reading the names of New Eng-
land men stud women in the hook, both
Massachusetts and Boston seem to
have a very fair representation of
from Boston, and the number outside
of this city in the State of Massachu-
setts is 121.
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Policy of Silence Cannot Continue Forevei
Dv ROBERT CHOATE

During all the hullaballoo over wel-
fare frauds we have heard a good deal
from the welfare department of its
problems and the magnitude of its task,
but not much of what it is generally
trying to do. This has been unfortu-
nate.
In this enlightened age we are natur-

ally attacking the task of helping those
who have been stricken by the depres-
Sion in a more intelligent and humane
way than ever before. But as we go
about it there ought to be some effort
made to take the public iato the con-
fidence of the. welfare department so
that all may know just what is being
lone. The public may be counted on to
'orm a pretty broad-minded view of the
iltuation. In paying out its dollars for
,he support of the needy it. will prob-
ably be more generous than stingy.
But up to the end of the last week

we had heard nothing from those who
tor two years have been in a position
to give us all the facts arm especially
the point of view from which they are
passing out the city's money to the
tune of $1,000,000 a month. It seems
to me that there has been a good deal
of throwing up of hands, of shaking of
heads, over the sudden increase of
duties of unpaid officers and not enough
honest effort to get at the root of
obvious wrongs and correct them. The
finance commission in 1931 pointed out
the most glaring inadequacies in the
administration of the welfare depart-
ment and yet nearly 18 months have
gone by without any major corrective
steps being taken. This is one reason
why the ordinary taxpayer seems to
have a legitimate complaint against the
board of overseers and why today so

1 little confidence remains of their ever
I honestly getting down to brass tacks.

The ordinary man in the street dis-
likes to attack any member of the pres-
ent board. All have contributed gener-
ously to the work of aiding the needy.
In this emergency they have probably
devoted the major portion of their time
and services. But the present situation
is so hopelessly muddled and so press-
ing that we ought not to stop in thank-
ing them for what they have done. We
must have constructive results.

BOSTON AS LABORATORY

So far as I have been able to learn,
there is a disposition on the part of the
welfare board and perhaps on the part.
of the large organized charities of the
city to make Boston the social welfare
laboratory of the country. This is a.
praiseworthy effort. But in placing Bos-
ton at the head of the list had we not

better ask ourselves about the expense?
Is this too impractical? Is it too hard-
boiled? At the very least had we not
better tell the people who must bear
this cost just what it means to keep
Boston at the head of the list in the
administration of its social welfare?
I have been told by one of the fore-

most administrators of social welfare
in the city that there is no such thing,
really, as "fraud" in the administration
of welfare aid. This man went on to
explain that a man might have a house,
money in the bank, and an automobile.
and still legitimately draw money from
the city as welfare aid. This seemed
rather a startling point of view to me;
but I am willing to admit that the sub-
ject of unemployment aid is a very
broad one and maybe I am old-fash-
ioned in some of my ideas.
Of course, if this is the attitude with

which the department of public welfare
Ls spending the city's money, it is pretty
obvious that they have not spent half
enough, and we ought to dig down into
our pockets and contribute twice as
much. The point I wish to make is
that the public ought to be told just
what the attitude of the board is. Then
we may all think along the -gone lines.

If we are to keep families who are out
of jobs in their homes and in Pos-
session of their automobiles, we ought
to know how far we should go. It is
easy to ask the representative of such
a policy a number of pertinent ques-
tions. For instance, if a man, in 1928
or 1929, earning a modest salary, car-
ried away by the enthusiasm of those
glib years. managed to buy himself a
house which he could not really afford,
and put a first and second mortgage
on it, should the public money be spent
in these times to permit him to keep
the house?

VALUABLE CITIZEN OR FOOL?

The answer of the welfare people is
that such a man is a valuable citizen
and a good future taxpayer in which
the city ought to invest. The other
answer can be that the man was a fool
to acquire something he could not af-
ford in the first place, and in good
times and bad he alone should be re-
sponsible for keeping his expenditures
somewhere near his income. I do not
intend to answer this question myself
because I do not know what the answer
is. 1 do know, however, that the more
lenient point of view is that of more
than one member of the present board
of public welfare.

If a man is out of a job, should he
be forced to sell his automobile in order
to provide for his family before apply-
ing to the city for aid? The police re-
port, which ought to be made public
tomorrow, will. I warrant, cite a number
of cases such as this. The welfare
board will tell you that the man may

gain employment by being alowed
keep his automobile, and it is a prope
thing for them to give him city mone:
so that he may run it. This again ma:
prove a difficult question.

It is because of these factots in tilt
present situation that it may comet1
pass that we ought to change 0th' terml
nology in dealing with welfare cases
The whole question of giving publu
money to those seeking aid is a matte}
of individual judgment. What to mt
might appear the coldest attitude in tht
world to another might seem the veriest
generosity. It all depends on how you
want to look at the matter.
The police are going to give us cer-

tain definite information of what they
have found. To help in the study, of
their report they will probably classify
them, according to the police viewpoint.
Of course this is hardly likely to be the
welfare board's. viewpoint. But it will
not do for the welfare board again to
throw up its hands and bewail the lark
of understanding on the part of the
police, for, frankly, I believe very few
of us understand and we have a right
to an intelligent reply.

HERALD'S SUGGESTION

A short time ago The Herald sug-
gested to the mayor that he appoint
a spetial select committee composed of
ciistinguished private citizens and the
heads of a number of the largest priv-,
ate charitable organizations of the city
to act as a suit of umpire between the
police department and the welfare
board. In offering this suggestion The
Herald believed it was offering a con-
structive solution of the present con-
troversy. It was obviously not the
only solution but, at least, it was con-
structive.
The mayor was a long way from Bos-

ton immersed in a strenuous polittra'
campaign. It may or may not. be sig-
nificant: but when The Herald fin-
ally reached him he was in Paradise--
Montana. His reply to The Renal(
suggestion follows:
"The overseers of public welfare are

by, law charged with the conduct oi
the affairs of the public welfare de-
partment of the city of Boston. I have
confidence both in the honesty and
judgment of the overseers and be-
lieve the decision arrived at by the
board prior to my departure from Bos-
ton, namely, that no publicity be given
until a final check-up has been com-
pleted between the police department
and the overseers of public welfare, Is
both just and proper."
In the meantime, it would seem that

the public is entitled either to a state-
!tent of policy or a statement that
the defects of the present administra-
tion, named in the iinance commis-
rion report of 1931, haYe been cor-
rected.


