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COUNCIL
FOR PAY

BOOSTS

County Salaries Raise
Not in Effect

Until 1932

New wage scales and personnel
classification of the 1067 public em-
ployees of Suffolk County were ap-
proved yesterday by the Boston City
Council with the announced under-
standing that increases shall not I),
come effective until next year, in view
of the fact that city employees have
been denied increases because of the
industrial depression.

$7500 IS LIMIT
By a vote of 11 to 4 the Council de-

cided that when the next maxima be-
comes effective, no elective county of-
ficials should receive more than $7500 a
year, as recommended by Budget Com-
missioner Charles J. Fox, who drew
up the schedule under a special act of
the last Legislature.
Limits of $7800 for the two clerks of

the Superior Court, and $8500 for the
register of deeds were urged without
success by four members of the Coun-
cil, comprising Robert Gardiner Wilson,
Jr.; Edward M. Gallagher, Peter A.
Murray and Thomas H. Green.
But the majority members voted to

follow the schedule submitted by the
budget Commissioner, 'except in ,a few
cases where they insisted upon exceed-
ing the limits he recommended.
Court officers in both the Superior and

Municipal courts were combined in the
same group by the Council and their
maximum increased from $2184 to $2700,
while the salary limit of District Court
officers was boosted from $2000 to $2500.

Superior Court Clerks

Assistant clerks of Superior courts
wsrc divided into but two grades by the
Council instead of the three recommend-
ed by the budget commissioner. The
Maximum of the two first assistant
clerks of the Superior courts was placed

at $5400, an increase of $900, and the

maximum of Gael other assistants was

increased from $4080 to $4800.

Chief clerks, who have been receiv-
ing $2800 top, have been increased to

$3500: principal clerks of Grade A, from

$2500 to $2800, and Grade B, from $2:!00

to $2500, while the maximum of senior
clerks was raised from $2000 to $2600 in
Grade .t, and from $1800 to $2200 in

Grade B.
In urging the passage of the schedule,

Councillor Wilson said, "While the in-
timations are that the Mayor.wiil veto

the schedule, let it not be sain mat tile
City Council has increased the county

salaries by one dime. We have inertly

introduced the new system of classifica-

tion with a new schedule of salary
limits for future years. We have grant-

ed no salary raises but have set a
standard beyond which they must not
so In future years without further
u thoriza tlon."

HINT MORE
'FAKERS' ON
RELIEF LIST

Name Dummies and

City Workers at

Council Meeting

The Finance Commission's investi-

gation of the public welfare depart-

ment was branded yesterday by Cky

Councillor John F. Dowd of Rox-

bury as an attempt on the part of

Chairman Frank A. Goodwin to

throw g smoke screen around his al-

leged inactivity in probing city con-

tracts and land deals.

DOWD ATTACKS GOODWIN

The Councillor insisted that Chairman

Goodwin should be forced to prove his

charges that MO people on the jobless

relief list are fleecing the city, or else

be removed by Governor Ely.

Declaring that the Finance Commis;

sion actually had investigated the con-
tracts and land taking referred to by

the Roxbury Councillor, Chairman
Goodwin replied last night "If Dowd
has any information Indicating any
fraud or dishonesty 1,, these matters
it is his sworn duty to tell It to the
City Council instead of handing out a
lot of cheap bunk to the galleries."
Referring to the contention of coun-

cillor Dowd that the Finance Commis-
sion "forgot to investigate" land tak-
ings for the golf links, Fallon Field, and

the Dunbar avenue playground, as well
as the $71,000 addition to the East Bos-
ton court house contract, Chairman
Goodwin insisted that not only are
probes conducted, but that the records

showed that Dowd voted for the $7t,000

appropriation on March 16.

Dowd's Order Rejected

Following a hitter debate, lasting

more than three hours, the Council

rejected powd's order demanding that I
Chairman Goodwin present the names

of the 1200 alleged fakers on the un-

employment relief roles of the city. In

opposing the order, Councillors con-

tended that the Council was powerless

to command the Finance Commission,

that it was against the law to make

the names public, and that when ready

the names should go to the district

attorney rather than to the Council.

Charges that ''the only racketeering

was done by the welfare officials, in-

stead of the jobless," that "dummy

names might be found on the relief

list" and that 'city employees were

els.) getting aid, according to rumors,"

were hurled in the debate before the

Council decided it would not participate

In the Investigation.

On motion of Couneillor Peter A.

Murray of Jamaica Plain it was voted

to request the public welfare overseers

to destroy the records of applicants

five years after they receive their 
final

relief in order to protect their children

In the future. He also secured passage

of an order seeking the distribution of

the grocery drafts given to the poor,

so that all the reputable stores in the

city might get some of the business.

Wants Cases by Precincts

councillor Robert G. Ni'ilson of Dor-

chester again put through his order

calling upon the overseers to tell the

Councillors the number of cases aided

in each precinct of the city, as demand-

ed last August.
President Joseph McGrath of Dorches-

ter declared that the Mayor approved

this classification of the cases and that
Chairman Simon E. Hecht of the over-
seers promised to get it for the Coun-

cil. "The overseers classified the cases
by precincts six months ago," he said,
"but the number of cases in each of
the districts was so ridiculous, that
they dared not submit them to the
Council."
After hearing the comments made by

the Councillors, Chairman Hecht re-
plied merely last night, "Give the Coun-
cil my love."
It was Councillor John 1. Fitzgerald

of the West End who informed his col-
leagues that he had heard that "city
employees were drawing money from
the overseers of public welfare In poor
relief." He stated that the Finance
Commission deserved commendation for
showing up fakirs obtaining relief
funds, and he opposed Dowd's order
with the contention that the city audi-
tor had authority to obtain the name*
of people obtaining funds without au-
thority.

Hits at Welfare Bureau

In his attack upon the investigation
Councillor Dowd declared "Chairmat
Goodwin'a Investigation is unfair f111(

contemptible because he is raising thli
hullabaloo to scare away the worth:
poor and unemployed to keep down th.
expenses of the welfare fund.
"Why does he try to make thieve

out of 7000 or 8000 people because per
traps only 100 are not deserving? Good
win has said that 25 per cent of thos
receiving Jobless aid were fakirs an.
raeketeers. But 1 say that the onl
racketeers down at the welfare bureau
are the executives. There might b
some dummy names on the relief roler
but if the Finance Commission want
In make a real investigation, let it star
at the top and go down through the ex
ecutives who handle the millions of dot
is rs.
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NO SAVINGS
BY CURLEY

• G. G. A. SAYS

•

Sees Tax Rate Up to
$32—Mayor De-

fends Self

Complaining that Mayor Curley's
1031 budget presents no evidence of
,economy and predicting that the tax
rate will touch a record top of $32,
the Good Government Association, in
its pamphlet which will be placed in
the mails for the voters today, de-
mands "a thorough scientific survey
of the city departments to solve the
serious financial situation confront-
ing Boston."

MAYOR DEFENDS SELF
The Mayor's reduction of the 1931

estimates by more than $5,000,000 was
branded by the G. G. A. as "meaning-
less and bringing little solace to the
overburdened taxpayer." Besides, the
leading article claimed, three-fourths
of the reductions in departmental Items
sere due to factors -other than thor-
ough-going economy."
Replying to the attack by the Good

Government Association, Mayor Curley
last night issued a public statement,
declaring that he had no apologies to
snake for his budget, as he was certain
that It would withstand what the G.
G. A. termed "a most thorough and
scientific survey."

Challenges O. 0. A. to Act
The Mayor accused the Good Govern-

ment Association of a "right-about-
face maneuvre." He recalled that It
praised his Ma budget as "water-tight"
and yet turns around to criticise the
:19:I1 budget, even with its reductions.
Be declared that the G. G. A. would
produce economy by the "a holesale
discharge of city employees, for In no
other way can a marked reduction in
payrolls be secured."
Charging that the 0. G. A. had failed

to attend the budget hearings, the
Mayor challenged the organization to
go to the City Council and recommend
Its proposals for economies instead of
"heckling" from the distance In its
pamphlet.

Lists Cut as Not Economy

,triticising the Mayor's claims of
snaking reductions, the G. a. A. listed
a number of cuts as having no rela-
tion to mayoral economy. Savings of
$125,00n were made in publie celebra-
tions because this is not another Ter-
rentenary year. So %rings of $:17,0:111 In
the election department ale reflected
In the fact that there is but one func-
tion thls year, the election of the City
Council.
"City Affairs" declared that the

mayor had reporteo a reduction of 41,-
000,000 for streets this year because he
hopes to get a $1,000,000 loan bill for
this purpose from the Legislature.

"Real Problem Not Attacked"

A decrease of $1F4,130 io the paving
budget was id-town this year, it claimed,
through a mere bookkeeping device by
which the $150.000 item for snow re-
moval is taken from the paving Item
and listed as a special item for the
tirst time. The Mayor's reduction of
$17,0,000 in the reserve fund, could
"hardly be construed as a saving in
maintenance costs," stated the G. G. A,
"In spite of paper profits, borrowing

proposals, and some marginal carving,
the real problem of retrenchment has
not been attacked in the new budget,"
stated the article. "Had there been no
depression with its increased demand
for relief, the problem would still face
the taxpayer.

"Highest Tax Rate in History"

"The purchase of municipal luxuries
!has not ceased (witness the new $500,-
IM0 golf course and the $200,000 Castle
Island roadway); demands for borrow-
ing are greatly Increased (the legisla-
tive municipal finance committee. must
co u sider proposa Is for borrowing in
Boston this year exceeding $30,000,000),
the payroll continues to climb, and no
Mayor dares to operate on It. Con-
tracting methods need improvement, the
accounting system, of the city needs
renovation, the simplification of the ad-
ministrative ttet-up is much needed, the
debt burden continues to increase, the
assessment system is still an illogical
one, the highest tax rats in history
faces us," concluded the G. G. A., in-
sisting that a scientlflc survey of the
city departments was needed and would
have to come.

Hits Charge Estimates Padded
In his reply the mayor chided the

0. G. A, for its failure to mention the
fact that so far this year the cost of
snow removal exceeded that of last
year's mild winter by more than $100,000.
He scoffed at the charge that the

department heads had padded their es-
timates so that he might make bigger
slashes. The Mayor contended that
each department heed had to list his
estimates under SIt different items in
the budget and that it was ridiculous
to say that an inflation of the items
had been attempted.

New System of Land Te.ings
The Mayor explained that the it of

$150,000 in the reserve fund was made
possible by his action in adopting a
new system of land takings, whereby
the property owners were forced to take
fair prices and agree not to go to court.
For this reason, he said, he was not
required to keep so much money for
the reserve fund this year to settle
land damage awards from the courts.
The Mayor declared that at the start

of the year, he had placed an item of
$1,000,000 in the budget for streets, but
because of the record demands for poor
and unemployment relief, he was
obliged to use $500,000 of the item for the
public welfare, and then he was forced
to set Rattle the other $500,00 to take
care of the old age assistance act
which will become effective July 1 with
no other source of revenue in sight to
meet the demands of the aged.
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Sees Serious
Situation on
City Finances

Challenging Mayor Curley's re-
cent statement that the propc-cl
1931 budget was an example of

economy the Good Government As-
sociation, in its pamphlet. "City

Affairs," issued today, declares that
It fails to solve the serious finan-

cial situation confronting the city.

The article predicts that "ulti-

mately through necessity or sooner
I by choice," a complete survey must
be made of city departments to
point the way to substantial econo-
mies through greater efficiency.
"The S5,000,009 slash in depart-

ment estimates by the mayor is
if his proofs of VellT11 on y." the

article states. "In reality, hovv-
ever, such a reduetion in itself Is
Hi eaningless.
"In t he case of a single item

--street repair and construction
--$2,(Nt0,000 tal :I two-fifths of
the total cut) was taken from the
estimates on the decision of the
mayor to try to borrow that

ttttt nt. In this case only a
change in financing methods is
involved—not et  .5.
"Slashed in estimates, then,

may be pun. 'paper profits' bring-
ing little soli-ce to the over-bur-
dened taxpayer."
Among other reductions dis-

cussed by "City Affairs- al. e those
of $125.000 which was appropriated
last year for the Tercentenary cref--
bration and "obviously not made
this year;" $184,330 in the public
works department; $37,483 in the
elt,:ition department. and $1.50.001 in
this year'sreserve fund.

"The disappointing feature of
the budget is that there are no
convincing evidences of a marked
reduction of operating expenses
Or maintenance costs through in-
creased efficiency and economy.
Ultimately the problem must be
faced courageously. The 1921
budget is In no sense a solution."

City Council Balks
Increase in Salary
Although the City Council yes-

terday placed its official approval
on the classification of positions
and salaries of the 1067 elective
and appointive employes of Suffolk
County, it refused to increase maxi,
mum salaries of elected officers !
of the county beyond the $7590
maximum.
An attempt to raise the salary

of the registrar a motor vehicles I
to $8500 was defeated, as was an
attempt to divide assistant clerks

'

of court into three erades.



BACK BILL
OF CURLEY
FOR CITIES

Mayors and Selectmen
Want Half of
"Gas" Tax

WOULD BRING IN

$1,250,000 TO HUB

Warned of Great Old
Age Assistance

Expense

By a vote of 50 to 4, members of
the Mayors' Club of Massachusetts
and of the boards of selectmen of a
number of towns went on record yes-
terday as favoring Mayor Curley's bill
providing for the apportionment of
$5,000,000, or one-half of the present
gasolene tax of 2 cents, to the cities
and towns for the building and main-
.enance of highways.

NO EFFECT ON RECENT BILL
The proposed measure does not affect

the distribution of the extra one-cent.ax as recently passed by the Legisla-.Ure.
Should the bill he adopted, It would

nean an additional revenue to Bostonif about $1,260,000 and the remainder
would be prorated to other cities and
towns.

Mayor Curley served notice on the
few meenbers of the Legislature who
were iepsent that "unless the measure
was passed It would be necessary to
close up some streets in Boston."

Fear Loss From Fund
With the exception of the opposition

from a few members of Boards of Se-
lectmen, notably from Franklin, enthu-
siastic support was accorded the
Mayor's proposition. These Selectmen
frankly expressed the opinion that the
extra cent might mean the cutting off
of their appropriations from the State
highway fund.
While all the members of the Legis-

lature were invited, only a handful
were present, due to the fact that the
Invitations had not reached them until
late in the afternoon. Their absence
was made the subject of some sharp

criticism until the facts were madeknown.
It Was Made clear at the meeting,

which was held in the Boston City
Club, that the group was opposed to a
four-cent tax on gasolene, Mayor Cur-
ley expressing the general opinion that
under present conditions such a tax
would be impossible.
The meeting developed a broad dis-

cussion of the entire tax problem which
is faced by the cities and towns of the
State and the possibilities of raising
additional revenue for the expenses of
old age pensions, increased veterans'
relief and emergency construction work
to meet the unempl,v Illrnt situation.

Warns of Big Expense
Mayor Curley warned of the great

expense which would be involved in
meeting the old age pension act. He
saw no other way of relieving the pres-
ent situation, due to the economic dis-
tress in the State. It was absolutely
necessary, he maintained, to secure this
additional appropriation from the State
to meet In part the enormous cost of
relief in the public welfare ventures
which Massachusetts had entered upon.
He declared that real estate was al-

ready bearing an undue proportion of
taxes.

"Try and get the money from any
other source and you will run up
against the solid wall of organized
money," he said. "Under the modernchain system the shackles have beenfastened upon every worker in Ameri-ca. In the old days we had the cornergrocery and the corner butcher and thesmall bank. They carried the%people oftheir communities in hard times. But
try and get credit from the chainstores and the chain banks of today
and see where you get off."
Discussing the act of 1928 under which

the two-cent gasolene tax was estab-lished, the Mayor set out to prove that
the product of the gasolene tax was in-
tended to be used for the constructionof all highways and bridges in theState.
"A fair construction of this act coottlAbe that the product of the gasolene tax

was to be used for all highways and
,bridges within the Commonwealth," he
said. "This, of course, would include
the maintenance and construction of
highways lying from within the borders
of all cities and towns. The product of
the gasolene tax has been used largely
for the construction of so-called State
highways, boulevards, etc., and in so far
as these may have been necessary, the
money used has been to a good pur-
pose.

Not Extended to Cities
-It is unfortunate, however, that the

benefits of the gasolene tax, which was
levied for the construction and main-
tenance of highways and bridges in the
Commonwealth, have not been extended
to the cities and towns for the recon-
struction and repair of their own high-
ways. It is quite true that State high-
ways passing through cities and towns
have been constructed and reconstruct-
ed from the products of the gasolene
tax. It does not appear, however, the
the cities and towns have benefited in
connected with the construction, re-
construction and repairs of their own
highways from the proceeds of this tax.
"As a result all of these costs on the

part of municipalities, have come from
taxation, whereas from the title of the
act, a part should have been expended
in connection with the necessary street
work in each city and town of the
Commonwealth.
"The contributions tol this fund from

all sources in 1930 amounted to over
$19,000,000 of which the two cent gaso-
lene tax produced approximately s10,-
300.t*. The larger portion of this huge
fund has been apprepriated for State
highways and boulevards. while the

minimum portion may have been used
for maintenance nf the same.

Reason for Tax
"TM theory underlining the imposi-

tion of a gasolene tax was to offset in
paet the tremendous damage to all the
highways of the Commonwealth. This
(Tiamage undoubtedly is heavier within
the boundaries of municipalities than
it is upon the State highways. It is
quite clear that many trucks and pleas-
ure cars, the owners of which con-
tribute two cents on each gallon of
gasolene used, never leave the confines
of the particular city or town in which
they operate. It follows as a matter
of equity that some portion of this tax

'should be available to the cities and
towns for street purposes.
"The object sought to be accomplished

In Senate Bill No. 47 was to have ap-
portioned to the cities and towns ap-
proximately $5,000,000 or one-half of the
product of the gasolene tax to the
municipalities direct for use upon their
respective highways. This would re-
sult in reducing taxation and give some
relief to over-burdened real estate.
"Last year the direct State tax levied

upon cities and towns was $7,000,000. If
$5,000,000 was apportioned on the same
basis that the State tax is borne it.

• would result in an amount enlist to
five-sevenths of the State tax being
refunded to each city and town ton
highway purposes."
Mr. Curley stated that the proposal

of the Commissioner of Corporations
that the burden of the old age pension
act be met with a tax on beverages had
obviouely not met with popular favor.
He pointed out that If the precdent
established in 1919. In the Soldiers' bonus
act, is followed in the ease of old age
pensions, the tax commissioner will be
forced to impose a special levy of $1upon each male inhabitant and $2 upon
each female inhabitant. This tax would
be based upon the poll tax.

Only 70 P. C. Collectable
And the Mayor pointed out that It is

axiomatic that 100 per cent collection
of poll taxes Is impossible. The average
rate of collection in Boston, for in-
stance, is 70 per cent, which means that
30 per cent of the amount levied must
be made up by the city from other
sources of revenue. For instance, in
1923 there was a cash deficit of $249,810
on the basis of poll tax assessments in
connection with the financing of the
Soldiers' bonus act. In the end, he
predicted that the cities and townie of
the State would be forced to pay two-
thirds of the cost of the old age pen-sion act and that this year alone it
will cost the city of Boston at least$500.000.
The Mayor admitted that his proposalfor a horizontal increase of 10 per cent

in the income tax had raised a greathue and cry and that it was impossibleof accomplishment at this time. Buthe found a unanimity of opinion forhis proposal that one cent of the gee°.lene tax be made available for high-ways in cities and towns, he said.
If the proposed five million extra we,reapplied to cities and towns it wouldhelp, declared nip mayor, hut it wouldonly serve to meet one-half of the in-creased cost of public welfare.

Fitchburg Mayor Protests
Dist-1881ns the inconsistency of theSt...de in some of its expenditures MayorCarriere of Fitchburg stated that al-though he had 125 painters looking forjobs in his city, painters were cent

from the outside to decorate the ar.
mory. Mayor Murphy of Somerville pro.
tested the heavy burden of taxatior
upon real estate, which he figured a,

;SO per neni.
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MAYOR ANSWERS
BUDGET ATTACK

Hits G. G. A. for Failure to
Appear at Appropria-

tion Hearings

Charges that Mayor Curley's pro-

posed budget for 1931 shows no evi-

iencl of thorough-going economy, and

that the serious financial situation con-

fronting the city is unsolved, appearing

in yesterday's issue of City Affairs, the

Good Government Association publica-

tion, was promptly answered point by

point by the mayor in a statement is-

sued last night.

The article in' City Affairs asserts
that the reduction of $1,000,000 in the
budget appropriation for street recon-
struction by the city planning to bor-
row $2,000,000 for this work, and that
the greater part of the apparent saving
of $184,330.95 for paving service in the
public works department is offset by the

separate appropriation of $150,000 for

snow removal in another part of the

budget.
"In spite of 'paper profits,' borrow-

ing proposals and some marginal carv-

ing," the article continues, "the real

(problem of retrenchment has not been

attacked in the new budget. Had there

been no depression with its increased

demand for relief, the problem would

still face the taxpayer.
"Superficial or scattered economies

cannot solve the problem. Nor car

borrowing. The real answer seems tc

be a thorough and scientific business

survey of our city government by ex
-

pens to discover exactly where the op-

opportunities for savings without sac-

rificing efficiency exists."
The mayor in his reply, criticises thc

D. G. A. for its failure to aTipear 
at

my of the recent hearings before the

•iity council committee on appropria-

ions concerning the budget to offer its

riticlsm. After replying in detail tc

of the charges made in the article

fhe mayor continues:
The association is disappointed

because, as its organ says, "there

are no convincing evidences of a

marked reduction of operating ex-

penses or maintenance costs throu
gh

increased efficiency and economy"

In the budget.
They then list a number of

Items, the adoption or elimination

of which would inferentially re-

move their disappointment. The

only item which pertains directly

to the budget is increased pay-

roll requirements. Evidently the

Good Government officials would

produce economy by the wholesale

discharge of city employes, for in

no other way can a marked reduc-

tion in city Payrolls be secured.

There is hardly any need for me

to comment on such a proposal,

especially in view of economic con-

ditions prevailing throughout the

country.
I have no apologies to make in

connection with my 1931 budget

recommendations. They were made

after months of intensive study

and investigation. 7 am certain

that they will withstand what the

association terms a most thorough

and scientific survey.

RIPLEY'S PORT
VIEWS RESENTED

Ocean Shipping Men Retort!

To Proposal to Neglect

Foreign Trade

CURLEY SAYS LINES

WANT TO COME HERE

Resentment at the statement of 
Prof.

William Z. Ripley of Harvard 
who de-

clared that coastwise shipping 
was the

salvation of the port of Hasten was

voiced yesterday by men engaged in

transoceanic freight transportat
ion, by

port officials and by Mayor Cu
rley.

Frank S. Davis, secretary of the 
mari-

time bureau of the chamb
er of com-

merce announced the Ripley
 proposal

as unsound and without merit. Mr.

Davis said that the maritime 
bureau did

not agree with the Ripley 
PrecePts for

port development.
The professor said that any 

effort to

attract foreign commerce to Boston

must necessarily be wasted.

Mayor Curley said that it wa
s diffl-

cult to comprehend the Rip
ley position

and it appeared to him that 
the profes-

;nor had the New Yorx 
point of view

and that he would have 
Bostonians sur-

render and give up their at
tempts to

rehabilitate the port.
Gerrit Port, former president of

 the

Boston ds Maine and preside
nt of the

maritime bureau declined to 
comment

at this time because of Illness but

hinted at disagreement with th
e Rip-

ley proposal.

I HOLD VIEWS ASTONISHIN
G

The Foreign Commerce Cl
ub of 300

members throtih its vice-president,

Walter E. Doherty, stated tha
t Ripley's

views were astonishing. He compared

Ripley's proposal to a statemen
t that

would imply that Harvard shoul
d give

up its business and other graduate

schools because better results wo
uld be

achieved by consolidation with Johns

Hopkins University and Columbia
.

The city's industrial bureau throu
gh

John T. Scully, director, went on 
rec-

ord with the statement that if New

England had railroads serving it wit
h

a desire to foster and to make sub-

stantial investment here it would be a

matter of expediency for them to bring

freight and thus develop this port.

The Boston port authority will call

I special meeting at which a definite

stand will be taken with respect to Prof.

Ripley's views. Richard Parkhurst, sec-

retary of the organization, said that so

much hinged on the question that it

would have to receive serious consid-

eration from all. He promised a state
-

ment within the next 48 hours.

CURLEY'S STATEMENT

Mayor Curley's statement, in part,

follows:
It is very difficult for one who

Is sincerely interested in the we
l-

fare and development of the 
port of

Boston and New England to co
m-

prehend the position taken by 
Prof.

Ripley in the morning newspaper
s,

in his comment upon the opinion

of Commissioner Eastman of the

Interstate commerce commi&sion.

Al.Aft stittun litny Lti. salts, ILVW U V el ,

of Prof. Ripley's statement; that
he is consistent in his desire to
keep the port of Boston in its pres-
ent condition: namely, a port of

call instead of is cargo port.
Prof. Ripley would have us sur-

render and give up every attempt

to rehabilitate the port of Boston

to its former commanding position

in the commercial life of Ameri
ca.

Such a point of view is consistent

with that adopted by those men in

this country who are anxious to

develop the other Atlantic ports
 to

the disadvantage of Boston.

Mr. Ripley's statement almost ap-

pears as though it had been wr
itten

by a representative of the port
 of

New York. He asks the question:

"Why should Boston attempt to

build up a foreign trade? Ships do

not want to load here with cargoes

and proceed empty to other ports

for export." The professor, if he

has kept abreast of the time and

kept himself acquainted with the

real situation, would appreciate

that all transatlantic lines have ex-

pressed a keen desire to come to

Boston, and undoubtedly would

come to this port if the bottom

cargoes were available,

Tri'ytGc- )/D /hi
Curley Sees Drop

in New Valuations
Mayor Curley made the annual mayoral

address to the board of assessors aua

their assistants today, enjoining them to

be careful to accord equity in their work

starting tomorrow morning, to extend

every courtesy to property owners ani
give the most careful consideration to
all appeals.

Stressing the belief that the assessors
will be unable to find new valuations In

accordance with the average $30,000,000

to $40,000,000 per year, he made it plait,

that present valuations, except in a few

instances, should remain at present levels.

Real estate he declared, is suffering a

Very heavy burden in taxation and should

be relieved as much as possible without

detriment to the general interests of Ulu

city. ,
New valuations must largely come

from the newly developed residential dis-

tricts, as the large construction jobs

have been mainly those which are for

charitable, relkgious or public benefit and
are therefore eixempt from taxation. One

of the greatest causes of concern for the

assessors, as the mayor stated, is the so-

called "abatement racket" whereby per-

sons bring all manner of influence to

bear to have their assessments lowered.

' Abatements involved $100.000,000 in

Property values when the mayor took
office for his third term, but at this time
agreements have been reached on most
of it. The largest case on hand now Is
that of the Boston & Maine Railroad
!which seeks an abatement of $1,000,000.
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of Curley on City and Town Aid
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AT THE MEETING OF THE MAYORS' CLUB YESTERDAY

,Chief executives of the State, and member; of Boards of Selectmeo shown at the meeting of the Mayors' Club.

at the City Club, yesterday. Front row, left to right: Acting Mayor George E. Nichols, Everett; Mayor C. H.

Ashley, New Bedford; Dr. A. I.. Boudreau, Hinsdale; Mayor Curley, Mayor Andrew J. Casassa, Revere; Axel E.

Letterman, president of Massachusetts Selectmen ; Sam net C. French, Westwood. Rear, left to right : Mayors

James N. Carriere, Fitchburg; Patrick Duane, Waltha ; William A. Hastings, st alden ;• Michael A. Landers.

Lawrence; Herman D. Peterson, Woburn; John J. Whalen, Chelsea, and John J. Murphy, Somerville.

Mayor Manning of Lynn expresse(the view that it was ''about time tipLegislature loosened up.” He explaine(that it cost his city $166,000 alone t(light the highways, and that the organ•ization of so many foreign corporationihad taken away an Immense amoun,of revenue. Boston he thought to tothe hardest hit of all the cities.Without exception the various Mayoendorsed the curtey bill and at tend of the meeting a resolutionadopted instructing the heads ofvarious municipalities and boardsSelectmen to bring pressure upon mhers of the Legislature in their dialto secure its passage. /

Three ot a Kind! .1.'..iyor Curley, Mayor Bates of Lynnpresident of Mayors' Club, and Mawr

Casassa of Revere, See. and treas. of Mayors' Club, 1. to r., as they ap
peared in conference at nult inP in City Club voatorfinv


