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ognized sculptor, were awarded the honorary
degree of Doctor of Fine Arts, in 1965 and
1968 respectively. During the late ’50s a

closer relationship was initiated between the
college and the Worcester Art Museum. Father
Mears became a member of the Corporation
and was elected to the executive board of the
Museum. In addition, the college donated a
collection of manuscripts to the museum,
important for their historical and artistic
value.

Father Mears was also instrumental in
opening a dialogue between the art depart-
ment and the academic world beyond the
confines of the Worcester area. In 1956, Sister
Helene, O.P., head of the art department at
Siena Heights College in Adrian, Michigan,
was invited to give a demonstration in sculp-
ture; she also delivered a lecture to the college
community on ‘““The Artist in the Modemn
World.” Important contacts were begun with
other campuses, especially in conjunction
with the Catholic Fine Arts Association, an
important and active forum for the arts.

Joint exhibitions and workshops were held in
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the New York and New England areas. An
important C.F.A.A. meeting, workshop and
exhibition was spounsored by Holy Cross in
1958. A highlight of that event was a demon-
stration of etching by the well-known artist
and printmaker, Emily Burling Waite Man-
chester. During the summer of 1959 a highly
successful campus workshop in manuscript
lettering and calligraphy was held under the
direction of Sister Mary Andrew, G.S.J., of
New Y?rk’s College of Mount St. Vincent.
Members of the Worcester art community and
art faculty from colleges in central Massachu-
setts were in attendance.

By 1958, Father Mears’ deteriorating
health prevented him from teaching, so Father
Scannell, who had graciously assisted in this
area during the previous year, became a perm-
anent instructor in art history. Father Mears,
a man of charm, scholarship and aesthetic
sensibility, died in 1961, but his inspired
leadership and gracious personality had happi-
ly pushed the college to a new artistic
consciousness. The late *50s and early ’60s

were an important transitional period for the
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