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Combat Decorations 

 

Navy & Marine Corps 

Recipients 
 

 

 

from the 

College of the Holy Cross 

and 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

 

Revised April 2022 

  



 

Introduction 

 

The communities of the College of the Holy Cross, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester 

State University, and Brown University currently participate in the Holy Cross Naval Reserve 

Officers Training Corps (NROTC) and have participated in America’s military affairs since their 

founding as institutions. 

Numerous members of these communities have performed heroically in combat and have been 

decorated for their actions.  The three highest of these American combat decorations are the 

Medal of Honor, awarded sparingly for “valor above and beyond the call of duty,” the Navy 

Cross for Navy and Marine Corps personnel, and the Silver Star. 

This book honors members of the Holy Cross and Worcester Polytechnic Institute communities 

who have served in the Navy and Marine Corps and who have received one of these three 

combat decorations. 

For each decoration, the recipients are presented in the chronological order when the events for 

which they were decorated occurred. 

The articles on the Holy Cross combat decoration recipients include the page from each man’s 

senior yearbook in order to provide a fuller description of the individual. 

The Holy Cross O’Callahan Society (named after Medal of Honor recipient Father Joseph T. 

O’Callahan, S. J.) was formed to support the Holy Cross NROTC Unit and has compiled this 

booklet so that the heroic legacy of these men will inspire the midshipmen from the Unit and the 

Colleges in their future service. 

  



 

 

Medal of Honor 
 

Recipients 
 

from the 

College of the Holy Cross 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World War II 
 

 

 

 

  



John Vincent Power 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1941 

 

 

  



First Lieutenant John Vincent Power 

United States Marine Corps 

Medal of Honor 

 

  

Born:  November 20, 1918,  

Worcester MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1941 

Commissioned: October 31, 1942 

Died:  February 1, 1944, Namur, 

Kwajalein Atoll,  

Marshall Islands 

Buried: St. John Cemetery 

Worcester MA 

 

Unit:  3rd Battalion, 24th Marines, 

4th Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  February 1, 1944 

 

Citation For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 

call of duty as platoon leader, attached to the 4th Marine Division, during the landing and battle 

of Namur Island, Kwajalein Atoll, Marshall Islands, 1 February 1944.  

Severely wounded in the stomach while setting a demolition charge on a Japanese pillbox, 1st Lt. 

Power was steadfast in his determination to remain in action. Protecting his wound with his left 

hand and firing with his right, he courageously advanced as another hostile position was taken 

under attack, fiercely charging the opening made by the explosion and emptying his carbine into 

the pillbox. While attempting to reload and continue the attack, 1st Lt. Power was shot again in 

the stomach and head and collapsed in the doorway.  

 

His exceptional valor, fortitude and indomitable fighting spirit in the face of withering enemy 

fire were in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his 

life for his country. 
 

  



Captain (then) Lieutenant Commander 

 Joseph Timothy O’Callahan, S.J. 

United States Navy 

Medal of Honor 

 

  
 

 

Born:  May 14, 1905,  

Boston MA 

College:  Holy Cross Faculty, 

  Mathematics Department 

Commissioned: August 7, 1940 

Died:  March 18, 1964, 

  Worcester MA 

Buried: Campus Cemetery 

  College of the Holy Cross 

Worcester MA 

 

Unit:  USS Franklin (CV-13) 

Position: Chaplain 

Date:  March 19, 1945 

 

 

 

Citation For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 

call of duty while serving as chaplain on board the U.S.S. Franklin when that vessel was fiercely 

attacked by enemy Japanese aircraft during offensive operations near Kobe, Japan, on 19 March 

1945. A valiant and forceful leader, calmly braving the perilous barriers of flame and twisted 

metal to aid his men and his ship, Lt. Comdr. O’Callahan groped his way through smoke-filled 

corridors to the open flight deck and into the midst of violently exploding bombs, shells, rockets, 

and other armament. With the ship rocked by incessant explosions, with debris and fragments 

raining down and fires raging in ever-increasing fury, he ministered to the wounded and dying, 

comforting and encouraging men of all faiths; he organized and led firefighting crews into the 

blazing inferno on the flight deck; he directed the jettisoning of live ammunition and the flooding 

of the magazine; he manned a hose to cool hot, armed bombs rolling dangerously on the listing 

deck, continuing his efforts, despite searing, suffocating smoke which forced men to fall back 

gasping and imperiled others who replaced them. Serving with courage, fortitude, and deep 

spiritual strength, Lt. Comdr. O’Callahan inspired the gallant officers and men of the Franklin to 

fight heroically and with profound faith in the face of almost certain death and to return their 

stricken ship to port.  



 

 

 

 

 

Vietnam War 
  



Thomas Gunning Kelley 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1960 

       



Captain (then Lieutenant Commander) Thomas Gunning Kelley 

United States Navy 

Medal of Honor

 

 

  

 

Born:  May 13, 1939,  

 Boston MA 

 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1960 

 

Commissioned: 1960 

 

Unit:  River Assault Division 152 

Position: Commander 

Date:  June 15, 1969 

 

 

Citation For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 

call of duty in the afternoon while serving as commander of River Assault Division 152 during 

combat operations against enemy aggressor forces. Lt. Comdr. (then Lt.) Kelley was in charge of 

a column of 8 river assault craft which were extracting 1 company of U.S. Army infantry troops 

on the east bank of the Ong Muong Canal in Kien Hoa province, when 1 of the armored troop 

carriers reported a mechanical failure of a loading ramp. At approximately the same time, Viet 

Cong forces opened fire from the opposite bank of the canal. After issuing orders for the crippled 

troop carrier to raise its ramp manually, and for the remaining boats to form a protective cordon 

around the disabled craft, Lt. Comdr. Kelley realizing the extreme danger to his column and its 

inability to clear the ambush site until the crippled unit was repaired, boldly maneuvered the 

monitor in which he was embarked to the exposed side of the protective cordon in direct line 

with the enemy's fire, and ordered the monitor to commence firing. Suddenly, an enemy rocket 

scored a direct hit on the coxswain's flat, the shell penetrating the thick armor plate, and the 

explosion spraying shrapnel in all directions. Sustaining serious head wounds from the blast, 

which hurled him to the deck of the monitor, Lt. Cmdr. Kelley disregarded his severe injuries 

and attempted to continue directing the other boats. Although unable to move from the deck or to 

speak clearly into the radio, he succeeded in relaying his commands through 1 of his men until 

the enemy attack was silenced and the boats were able to move to an area of safety. Lt. Comdr. 

Kelley's brilliant leadership, bold initiative, and resolute determination served to inspire his men 

and provide the impetus needed to carry out the mission after he was medically evacuated by 

helicopter. His extraordinary courage under fire, and his selfless devotion to duty sustain and 

enhance the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service. 

 



 

 
 

Navy Cross 
 

Recipients 
 

from the 

College of the Holy Cross 

and 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World War II 
 

 

 

 

  



Edward Raymond Joseph Griffin 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1918 

 

 

  



Lieutenant Commander Edward Raymond Joseph Griffin 

United States Navy 

Navy Cross (Posthumous) 

 

 

 

Born:  January 19, 1897,  

Clinton MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1918 

Commissioned: 1918 

Died:  January 9, 1945, at sea in 

sinking of POW transport  

‘Enoura Maru’ 

Buried: at sea 

 

Unit:  Mine Division Nine 

Position: Commander 

Date:  December 7-28, 1941

 

 

Citation The President of the United States of America takes pride in presenting the Navy Cross 

(Posthumously) to Lieutenant Commander Edward Raymond Joseph Griffin, United States 

Navy, for heroism in combat with the enemy during the period from 7 to 28 December 1941, in 

organizing, administering and directing the vessels of Mine Division NINE, in the Manila Bay 

Area of the Philippine Islands. Although exposed to frequent horizontal and dive bombing 

attacks by enemy Japanese air forces, Lieutenant Commander Griffin conducted missions of 

strategic importance and of a hazardous nature involving mine laying, mine sweeping and distant 

night patrols for intercepting enemy landing parties. The conduct of Lieutenant Commander 

Griffin throughout this period reflects great credit upon himself, and was in keeping with the 

highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

  



Martin James O’Brien 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1941 

 

 

  



Second Lieutenant Martin James O’Brien 

United States Marine Corps Reserve 

Navy Cross (Posthumous) 

 

  

Born:  January 2, 1918,  

Worcester MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1941 

Commissioned: 1942 

Died:  July 22, 1944, Guam, 

Marianas Islands 

Buried: St. John Cemetery 

Worcester MA 

 

Unit:  2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 

3rd Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  July 22, 1944 

Battle of Guam

 

Citation The President of the United States of America takes pride in presenting the Navy Cross 

(Posthumously) to Second Lieutenant Martin J. O'Brien, United States Marine Corps Reserve, 

for extraordinary heroism as Leader of a Rifle Platoon attached to the Second Battalion, Third 

Marines, THIRD Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on the Asan-Adelup 

Beachhead, Guam, Marianas Islands, 22 July 1944. Ordered to attack enemy positions at the 

crest of a steep, bare ridge in an effort to seize the high ground commanding the beachhead, 

Second Lieutenant O'Brien courageously led his platoon in a determined assault until the 

advance was halted halfway up the slope by withering hostile machine-gun fire. Skillfully 

withdrawing the remainder of the platoon to a place of cover, he promptly reorganized his units 

and, constantly exhorting his men to follow him, again led the charge up the slope in the face of 

terrific machine-gun, rifle, grenade and mortar fire, successfully reaching the crest of the ridge 

before he was mortally wounded. By his inspiring leadership and dauntless fighting spirit under 

extremely perilous conditions, Second Lieutenant O'Brien enabled his platoon to gain its 

objective, and his self-sacrificing devotion to duty throughout reflects the highest credit upon 

himself and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country. 

  



Edward William Larkin 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1941 

 

  



Lieutenant Edward William Larkin 

United States Navy 

Navy Cross (Posthumous) 

 

  
 

Born:  September 2, 1919,  

Springfield MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1941 

Commissioned: 1941 

Died:  October 19, 1944, near 

Manila Bay, Philippines 

Buried: Manila American Cemetery, 

  Philippines 

 

Unit:  Torpedo Squadron 13 

USS Franklin (CV-13) 

Position: Pilot, Flight Leader 

Date:  October 19, 1944 

 

Citation The President of the United States of America takes pride in presenting the Navy Cross 

(Posthumously) to Lieutenant Edward William Larkin, Jr., United States Navy, for extraordinary 

heroism in operations against the enemy while serving as Pilot of a carrier-based Navy Torpedo 

Plane in Torpedo Squadron THIRTEEN (VT-13), attached to the U.S.S. FRANKLIN (CV-13), 

in action against enemy Japanese forces in the Manila Bay area on 19 October 1944. Lieutenant 

Larkin boldly led a flight of three bombers without fighter support in an attack on a large enemy 

tanker. He plunged through a formidable curtain of merciless fire to press home brilliant strikes, 

scoring a direct hit and two near misses, which resulted in the sinking of the enemy ship. Superb 

in combat and fighting with indomitable courage throughout this and numerous other missions, 

Lieutenant Larkin inspired his squadron mates with his high standards of aerial achievement. His 

outstanding courage and determined skill were at all times inspiring and in keeping with the 

highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

  



Willard Thomas Gove 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Class of 1940 

 

         

 

 

  



Lieutenant Commander (then Lieutenant) Willard Thomas Gove 

United States Naval Reserve 

Navy Cross 

 

  

Born:  September 16, 1918,  

Walpole MA 

College:  WPI, Class of 1940 

Commissioned: 1940 

Died:  November 30, 2003, 

  Minneapolis MN 

Buried: Arlington National 

  Cemetery VA 

 

Unit:  Fighting Squadron 13 

USS Franklin (CV-13) 

Position: Pilot, Division Leader 

Date:  October 27, 1944

 

Citation The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Navy 

Cross to Lieutenant Willard Thomas Gove, United States Naval Reserve, for extraordinary 

heroism in operations against the enemy while serving as Pilot of a carrier-based Navy Fighter 

Plane and Division Leader in Fighting Squadron THIRTEEN (VF-13), attached to the U.S.S. 

FRANKLIN (CV-13), during action against enemy Japanese Fleet Units in the Philippine Islands 

on 27 October 1944. Flying through heavy anti-aircraft fire, Lieutenant Gove boldly led his 

division in a daring attack against an enemy cruiser and, maneuvering his plane for maximum 

striking power, flew in over the target to strafe the hostile ship and score several direct rocket 

hits. Undaunted by the intense enemy fire, he continued his run at low altitude, accurately 

releasing his 500-pound bomb and scoring a direct hit amidships. His brilliant airmanship, 

courageous leadership and superb combat tactics reflect the highest credit upon Lieutenant Gove 

and the United States Naval Service. 

 

  



 

 

Silver Star 
 

Recipients 
 

from the 

College of the Holy Cross 

and 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

 

  

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World War II 
 

 

 

 

  



John E. McInerny, Jr. 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1937 

 

  



Lieutenant Commander (then Lieutenant Junior Grade) 

John E. McInerny, Jr. 

United States Naval Reserve 

Silver Star 

 

 

 

Born:  October 27, 1915,  

Worcester MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1937 

Commissioned: ~1941 

Died:  July 6, 1986 

Buried: unknown 

 

Unit:  Torpedo Squadron 8 on 

USS Hornet (CV-8) 

Position: Pilot and Flight Leader 

Date:  October 26, 1942 

Battle of Santa Cruz Islands

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Lieutenant (jg) John E. McInerny Jr., United States Naval Reserve, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity as leader of a squadron of Torpedo Bombers of the U. S. S. Hornet Air 

Group during action against enemy Japanese forces near Santa Cruz Islands on 26 October 1942.  

Braving intense enemy anti-aircraft fire, Lieutenant (jg) McInerny boldly pressed home a 

determined attack and succeeded in scoring a direct hit on a Japanese heavy cruiser.  By his 

remarkable courage, dauntless perseverance, and inspiring devotion to duty, Lieutenant (jg) 

McInerny reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the United 

States Naval Service. 

 

Note: USS Hornet was attacked and abandoned the same day 

  



Robert Anthony Herron 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1942 

 

  



First Lieutenant Robert Anthony Herron 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star (Posthumous) 

 

  
 

Born:  November 18, 1921,  

Harrington Park NJ 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1942 

Commissioned: ~1942 

Died: November 7, 1943,  

Bougainville Island, 

Solomon Islands (KIA) 

Buried: Manila American Cemetery 

Philippines 

 

Unit:  1st Battalion, 3rd Marines, 

3rd Marine Division 

Position: Battalion Liaison Officer 

Date:  November 7, 1943 

  Battle of Bougainville 

  

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pride in presenting the Silver Star 

(Posthumously) to First Lieutenant Robert A. Herron, United States Marine Corps, for 

conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Battalion Liaison Officer while attached to the First 

Battalion, Third Marines, THIRD Marine Division in combat against numerically superior 

Japanese forces in the Koromokina River Area, Bougainville Island, Solomon Islands on 

November 7, 1943. During an attack against a well camouflaged and strongly entrenched enemy, 

First Lieutenant Herron discovered that hostile machine gun and sniper fire had pinned down a 

rifle platoon killing or wounding the leader and sergeants and, without hesitation, assumed 

command. Determined to learn the disposition of enemy forces obstructing their advance, First 

Lieutenant Herron faced intense enemy fire to enter the dense jungle undergrowth and conduct a 

successful reconnaissance, killing five Japanese during this action. Returning to his platoon with 

the vital information he immediately ordered an attack but, while charging forward was mortally 

wounded by enemy fire. His men, inspired by his brilliant leadership and self-sacrificing efforts 

unhesitatingly advanced into Japanese emplacements and effectively destroyed all resistance. 

The splendid initiative and extremely heroic conduct of First Lieutenant Herron in carrying out 

his mission contributed immeasurably to the success of these vital operations and reflect great 

credit upon himself and the United States Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his 

country. 

  



George James Fox 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1940 

 

 

  



 

Private First Class George James Fox 

United States Marine Corps Reserve 

Silver Star 

 

  

 

Born:  February 2, 1917,  

Worcester MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1940 

Enlisted:  December 8, 1941 

Died: July 29, 2010 

Buried: St. John Cemetery, 

Worcester MA 

 

Unit:  Company K, 3rd Battalion, 

8th Marines, 

2nd Marine Division 

Position: Marine 

Date:  November 20-22, 1943 

  Battle of Tarawa 

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Private First Class George J. Fox, United States Marine Corps Reserve, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity while serving with Company K, Third Battalion, Eighth Marines, 

SECOND Marine Division, during action against enemy Japanese forces at Tarawa, Gilbert 

Islands, from 20 to 22 November 1943. When the Wave Commander's boat on which he was 

embarked received two direct hits which killed six Marines and wounded ten more during 

landing operations on D-day, Private First Class Fox fearlessly made his way to the beach and, 

boldly exposing himself to the enemy's concentrated mortar, machine-gun and sniper fire, 

assisted in the expeditious reorganization of his company by acting as runner and guide. 

Determined and courageous during numerous attacks against hostile dugouts and pillboxes 

throughout the next few days of action, he fought furiously in neutralizing many strong points 

and, during a critical stage of the battle, contributed to the reduction of a bombproof shelter after 

participating in three violent strikes against the heavily-fortified strong point. His daring 

initiative, dauntless perseverance and indomitable fighting spirit, maintained through the fierce 

hostilities were essential factors in the success of the operation and reflect the highest credit upon 

Private First Class Fox and the United States Naval Service.   

 

Note: received two Purple Hearts during the war 



Thomas Joseph Alberghini 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1943 

 

 

  



Second Lieutenant Thomas Joseph Alberghini 

United States Marine Corps Reserve 

Silver Star 

 

           

 

Born:  October 27, 1919,  

Peabody MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1943 

Commissioned: ~1943 

Died: November 26, 2013  

Buried: Arlington National 

  Cemetery VA 

 

Unit:  Company A, 1st Battalion, 

22nd Marines, 

1st Marine Brigade 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  July 21, 1944 

  Battle of Guam

 

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Second Lieutenant Thomas J. Alberghini, United States Marine Corps Reserve, for 

conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serving with Company A, First Battalion, Twenty-

Second Marines (Reinforced), First Provisional Marine Brigade, in action against enemy 

Japanese forces in the vicinity of Agat Village, Guam, Marianas Islands, 21 July 1944. Leading 

his platoon in the assault inland from the beach on D-Day, Second Lieutenant Alberghini 

sustained painful wounds while attacking an enemy machine gun position but refusing 

evacuation or removal to safety, continued to lead his platoon eight hours longer, leaving only 

after his men were dug in for the night defense and his Commanding Officer had ordered his 

return to the aid station. His aggressive fighting spirit, fortitude and devotion to duty were in 

keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

 

Notes: 

 - Received two Purple Hearts during the war 

 - Second and Third Team Football All-American at Holy Cross 

 

  



Anthony Andrew Akstin 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1941 

 

  



Lieutenant Colonel (then Captain) Anthony Andrew Akstin 

United States Marine Corps Reserve 

Silver Star 

 

  

 

Born:  March 16, 1918,  

Brockton MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1941 

Commissioned: April 4, 1942 

Died: March 1, 1985  

Buried: Arlington National 

  Cemetery VA 

 

Unit:  Company K, 3rd Battalion, 

3rd Marines, 

3rd Marine Division 

Position: Company Commander 

Date:  July 23, 1944 

  Battle of Guam

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Captain Anthony A. Akstin, United States Marine Corps Reserve, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity as Commanding Officer of Company K, Third Battalion, Third Marines, 

THIRD Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on Guam, Marianas Islands, 

23 July 1944. Skillfully and swiftly launching a surprise attack on a commanding ridge, Captain 

Akstin seized the objective with a minimum loss to his rifle company and, despite heavy hostile 

machine gun fire, organized defenses against an impending counterattack. When an enemy 

machine gun emplacement opened fire on his company, causing six casualties and threatening 

his position, he courageously led an attack which accounted for thirteen Japanese and silenced 

the enemy guns. Receiving a serious wound in the head, he refused to be evacuated until the 

ridge was secured and the defenses firmly established. His leadership, perseverance and gallant 

devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.  



Silas John Titus 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1940 

 

 

  



First Lieutenant Silas John Titus 

United States Marine Corps Reserve 

Silver Star 

 

  
 

Born:  September 23, 1918,  

Brooklyn NY 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1940 

Commissioned: ~1943 

Died: February 17, 1989  

Buried: Mt. Lebanon Cemetery PA 

 

Unit:  Company G, 2nd Battalion, 

25th Marines, 

4th Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  July 24, 1944 

  Battle of Tinian

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to First Lieutenant Silas J. Titus, United States Marine Corps Reserve, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity while attached to Company G, Second Battalion, Twenty-fifth Marines, 

FOURTH Marine Division during action against enemy Japanese forces on Tinian, Marianas 

Islands on 24 July 1944. With the platoon on his left suffering heavy casualties and the entire 

company advance temporarily halted by fire from a heavily fortified hostile strong point, First 

Lieutenant Titus unhesitatingly left his position of comparative safety and fearlessly exposing 

himself to the merciless barrage moved to an open area on his left flank to direct the evacuation 

of the wounded. By his daring initiative, gallant fortitude, cool and courageous action in the face 

of grave danger, First Lieutenant Titus contributed materially to the success of our forces in this 

hazardous campaign and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

 

Note: Second Team Football All-American at Holy Cross 

 

  



Edmund Leo McNamara 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1943 

 

 



Lieutenant Junior Grade Edmund Leo McNamara 

United States Naval Reserve 

Silver Star 

 

  

 

Born:  April 13, 1920,  

East Boston MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1943 

Commissioned: ~1943 

Died:  February 20, 2000 

Buried: Holyhood Cemetery,  

Brookline MA 

 

Unit:  Patrol Torpedo Boat 

Position: Commander 

Date:  January 26, 1945

 

 

Citation: The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the Silver Star to 

Lieutenant (jg) Edmund L McNamara Jr., United States Naval Reserve, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity in action against the enemy as an officer of a ship in a joint daylight 

strike in the Southwest Pacific Area on 26 January 1945.  This attack resulted in the destruction 

of many Japanese vessels.  Cooperating aircraft spotted the ships anchored off the beach, and 

guided the attack.  An enemy gun opened fire but Lieutenant McNamara fearlessly led his patrol 

into range for a slow strafing run.  Although intense fire was being received from the shore 

behind the vessels, he turned his craft toward the beach at the end of the first run, and lay-to in 

order to complete the destruction.  Another vessel was completely destroyed in a close-range 

attack.  Several more enemy ships were later destroyed by rocketing and strafing.  His intelligent 

coordination of air support in spotting, and his daring close-range sweeps of the shore made this 

heavy destruction of Japanese shipping possible.  By his remarkable courage, dauntless 

perseverance, and inspiring devotion to duty, Lieutenant (jg) McNamara reflected great credit 

upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

 

Note: Police Commissioner of Boston, 1962-72 

  



Philip James Mylod 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1942 

 

 

 

  



Captain Philip James Mylod 

United States Marine Corps Reserve 

Silver Star 

 

           

 

Born:  October 6, 1921,  

Glen Ridge NJ 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1942 

Commissioned: ~1942 

Died: August 5, 2014  

Buried: Mt. Olivet Cemetery,  

Bloomfield NJ 

 

Unit:  Company I, 3rd Battalion, 

29th Marines, 

6th Marine Division 

Position: Executive Officer 

Date:  April 16, 1945 

  Battle of Okinawa

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Captain Philip J. Mylod, United States Marine Corps Reserve, for conspicuous gallantry 

and intrepidity as Executive Officer of Company I, Third Battalion, Twenty-ninth Marines, 

SIXTH Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands, 

16 April 1945. When his company was engaged in an attack against a heavily fortified enemy 

position on Mount Yaetake, Captain Mylod unhesitatingly proceeded up and down the hillside 

during the fierce fire fight to encourage his men and direct their fire and their advance. By his 

initiative and courage under enemy fire, he led his men in destroying hostile guns and in 

eliminating seventy-five Japanese soldiers, thus contributing materially to the company's success 

in seizing the final objective on the Motobu Peninsula. His leadership and fighting spirit 

throughout were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Korean War 
 

 

 

 



Paul Vincent Mullaney 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1942 

 

 



First Lieutenant Paul Vincent Mullaney 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star 

 

  

 

Born:  November 22, 1919,  

Worcester MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1942 

Commissioned: ~1944 

Died: November 1, 2017  

Buried: St. John Cemetery, 

Worcester MA 

 

Unit:  Infantry Company, 

7th Marines, 

1st Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  November 3, 1950 

  Battle of Chosin Reservoir

 

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress July 9, 

1918, takes pleasure in presenting the Silver Star (Army Award) to First Lieutenant Paul V. 

Mullaney, United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serving 

with a Marine Infantry Company in the Seventh Marine Regiment, FIRST Marine Division 

(Reinforced), in action against enemy aggressor forces in Korea on 3 November 1950. First 

Lieutenant Mullaney, a platoon commander, was leading his men up a steep hill in an assault on 

strong enemy positions when he was painfully wounded. Although weakened from loss of blood 

he continued to lead his men and direct their fire until the assault was completed and the 

objective seized. He then skillfully stationed his men in defensive positions and successfully 

repelled a determined enemy counterattack. First Lieutenant Mullaney's initiative, professional 

skill and heroic actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval 

Service. 

 

Notes: 

- Received three Purple Hearts in Korea 

- Worcester Mayor, 1963-65 

- Worcester County District Court Judge, 1978-91 

 

  



Robert Edward Parrott 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1946 

 

 

 

 



Colonel (then First Lieutenant) Robert Edward Parrott 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star 

 
 

Born:  May 29, 1926,  

Syracuse NY 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1946 

Commissioned: June 5, 1946 

Died: October 24, 2019  

Buried: Arlington National 

Cemetery VA 

 

Unit:  Battery K, 4th Battalion, 

11th Marines, 

1st Marine Division 

Position: Battery Commander 

Date:  28 November – 3 December 

1950 

  Battle of Chosin Reservoir 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Colonel [then First Lieutenant] Robert E. Parrott, United States Marine Corps, for 

conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving in the vicinity of Yudam-ni west of 

the Chosin Reservoir, North Korea, from 28 November to 3 December 1950. Colonel Parrott 

became the Commanding Officer of K Battery, Fourth Battalion, Eleventh Marines, FIRST 

Marine Division, after his Battery Commander was captured by Chinese Communist Forces. His 

battery was positioned in an open valley in sub-zero temperatures and snow with the enemy 

firing artillery, mortar, and machine gun fire into his position throughout the period. On 1 

December when friendly troops were moving off the surrounding hills, Colonel Parrott observed 

advancing enemy troops, and adjusted the direct laid 155-mm. Howitzer fire of his battery from 

his exposed position on the Chinese enemy advancing in strength, killing many of them and 

forcing the remainder to retreat. Fighting off many attacks and overcoming road blocks in the 

extreme cold, his battery was halted two and a half miles short of the Hagaru-ri perimeter to 

negotiate around a blown-out bridge. In the freezing darkness, his battery was attacked by a large 

enemy force with automatic weapons and grenades. Colonel Parrott immediately directed the 

emplacement of defensive line. As the enemy charged the position, Colonel Parrott personally 

engaged them with his carbine and was wounded. Despite his wound, he prepared his men for a 

second enemy assault. He was wounded in the legs in this assault but continued in command 

until he could assure himself that the enemy would not renew the attack. Colonel Parrott's 

unswerving courage, perceptive judgment, and loyal devotion to duty reflected great credit upon 

himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

Note: received two Purple Hearts; later commanded 12th Marine Regiment 



Harold Denis Fredericks 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1947 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Lieutenant Colonel (then First Lieutenant) Harold Denis Fredericks 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star 

 

           
 

Born:  September 13, 1926,  

Staten Island NY 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1947 

Commissioned: June 6, 1947 

Died: June 28, 2009  

Buried: Mt. Union Cemetery, 

  Philomath OR 

 

Unit:  Company H, 3rd Battalion, 

5th Marines, 

1st Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  December 3, 1950 

  Battle of Chosin Reservoir

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to First Lieutenant Harold D. Fredericks, United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity as a Platoon Commander of Company H, Third Battalion, Fifth Marines, 

FIRST Marine Division (Reinforced), in action against enemy aggressor forces in Korea on 3 

December 1950. Assigned the mission of assaulting the left flank of an enemy-held ridge 

following a barrage which had pinned down his company during an assault against a strong 

hostile force of estimated battalion strength and occupying well-entrenched positions on a high, 

ice-covered hill in the vicinity of Sinhung-ni, First Lieutenant Fredericks moved forward after an 

air strike and mortar fire had been called on the hostile emplacements and, fearlessly exposing 

himself to the enemy's intense fire while leading his platoon over the open, frozen terrain which 

offered no cover or concealment, directed a brilliantly executed attack to seize the objective. 

Immediately effecting a skillful reorganization, he deployed his platoon in defensive positions 

and continued to direct and control its accurate and effective fire against the retreating enemy. 

By his daring and aggressive leadership, indomitable fighting spirit and superb combat tactics, 

First Lieutenant Fredericks served as an inspiration to all who observed him and contributed to 

the success achieved by his company. His staunch devotion to duty was in keeping with the 

highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

Note: later commanded one of the two Marine battalions to land at Danang, Vietnam in 1965.  



James Joseph Francis McGoey 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1949 

 

 

 

 

  



First Lieutenant James Joseph Francis McGoey 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star (Posthumous) 

 

               
 

Born:  March 18, 1926,  

Brooklyn NY 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1949 

Commissioned: June 8, 1949 

Died: September 2, 1951, 

Korea (KIA) 

Buried: Calvary Cemetery, 

Queens NY 

 

Unit:  Headquarters Company, 

Headquarters Battalion, 

1st Marine Division 

Position: Liaison Officer 

Date:  June 18, 1951 

 

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pride in presenting the Silver Star 

(Posthumously) to First Lieutenant James Joseph Francis McGoey, United States Marine Corps, 

for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while attached to Headquarters Company, Headquarters 

Battalion, FIRST Marine Division (Reinforced), and serving as Liaison Officer of the Third 

Battalion, First Korean Marine Corps Regiment, in action against enemy aggressor forces in 

Korea on 18 June 1951. While moving with the battalion in the attack on a series of enemy 

positions on commanding ground, First Lieutenant McGoey observed a wounded Korean Marine 

lying in a fire-swept area, and fearlessly rushed forward through withering enemy fire to reach 

the stricken man and remove him to a covered position. By his daring imitative, marked courage 

and selfless efforts in behalf of another, First Lieutenant McGoey served to inspire all who 

observed him and materially aided in saving the life of the wounded man, thereby upholding the 

highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.  

  



William Kelly Joyce, Jr. 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1951 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Second Lieutenant William Kelly Joyce, Jr. 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star 

 

 
 

 

Born:  June 16, 1929,  

Petoskey MI 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1951 

Commissioned: June 13, 1951 

Died: July 21, 2020  

Buried: Holy Childhood of Jesus 

  Cemetery, Harbor Springs MI 

 

Unit:  Company E, 2nd Battalion, 

7th Marines, 

1st Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  September 6-7, 1952 

  

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Second Lieutenant William K. Joyce, Jr., United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity as a Platoon Commander of Company E, Second Battalion, Seventh 

Marines, FIRST Marine Division (Reinforced), in action against enemy aggressor forces in 

Korea on 6 - 7 September 1952. When his squad was subjected to an intense enemy artillery and 

mortar barrage while preparing to relieve an outpost forward of the main line of resistance, 

Second Lieutenant Joyce skillfully and expeditiously assisted in calling down supporting arms. 

With an overwhelming number of determined enemy troops assaulting the outpost defense 

perimeter before the destructive barrage had subsided, he quickly combined forces with the unit 

he was relieving and established a perimeter of defense on the reverse slope. From this position, 

he effectively directed defensive fires, inflicting heavy casualties upon the attackers and hurling 

them back in complete disorder. Although painfully wounded by flying shrapnel, he refused 

medical aid until all other wounded had been attended. By his aggressive fighting spirit, 

courageous leadership and unwavering devotion to duty, Second Lieutenant Joyce served to 

inspire all who observed him and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval 

Service.  



 

 

 

 

 

Vietnam War 
  



Robert Scheck Morrison 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1963 

 

 

 

  



Captain (then First Lieutenant) Robert Scheck Morrison 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star 

 

             

Born:  April 4, 1942  

 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1963 

Commissioned: June 12, 1963 

 

 

Unit:  Company H, 2nd Battalion, 

4th Marines, 

3rd Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  August 18, 1965 

  Operation Starlite

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to First Lieutenant Robert Scheck Morrison, United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as a Platoon Commander with Company H, 

Second Battalion, Fourth Marines, THIRD Marine Division (Rein.), FMF, in connection with 

combat operations against the enemy during Operation STARLITE near Chu Lai, Republic of 

Vietnam. On 18 August 1965, while engaged in an attack against tenacious and determined 

insurgent communist (Viet Cong) forces, First Lieutenant Morrison's platoon was continually 

subjected to intense mortar, automatic weapons and small arms fire. With complete disregard for 

his own personal safety, Lieutenant Morrison unhesitatingly and repeatedly exposed himself to 

enemy fire while moving among his squads and attached tanks, giving encouragement and 

directing their fire. During the afternoon, when Company H became pinned down by enemy fire 

and suffered numerous casualties, Lieutenant Morrison, while leading his platoon, was wounded 

by enemy fire as he crossed a fire-swept rice paddy. Despite his painful wound and considerable 

loss of blood, he fearlessly continued to direct and coordinate the efforts of his platoon and tanks 

until a helicopter landing zone could be reached. Upon arrival at the landing zone, Lieutenant 

Morrison refused to be evacuated until all of the other wounded were evacuated. By his 

courageous and selfless actions, inspiring leadership and loyal devotion to duty, First Lieutenant 

Morrison upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval 

Service. 

Notes:  

- Member of the Holy Cross Board of Trustees 

- 2015 recipient of Navy Memorial Lone Sailor Award 

  



Robert Philip Hickey, Jr. 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1964 

 

 

 

 

  



Rear Admiral (then Lieutenant Junior Grade)  

Robert Philip Hickey, Jr. 

United States Navy 

Silver Star 

 

   

 

Born:  November 10, 1942,  

Watertown NY 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1964 

Commissioned: June 10, 1964 

 

 

 

Unit:  VF-143 

USS Constellation (CVA-64) 

Position: F-4 Pilot 

Date:  October 26, 1967

 

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Lieutenant Junior Grade Robert Philip Hickey, Jr., United States Navy, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity while serving with Fighter Squadron ONE HUNDRED FORTY-

THREE, embarked in USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-64), during a MIGCAP mission in 

support of a major coordinated strike against the Van Dien Army Barracks in North Vietnam on 

26 October 1967.  Demonstrating superb aggressive airmanship, Lieutenant (junior grade) 

HICKEY engaged one MIG-21 FISHBED aircraft in high altitude aerial combat.  Assuming the 

tactical lead when the flight leader’s weapons system proved unreliable, Lieutenant (junior 

grade) HICKEY maneuvered into optimum position and launched a SPARROW missile which 

detonated directly on the enemy aircraft and caused it to enter an uncontrollable spiral and 

plunge to earth.  In demonstrating precise teamwork, exceptional aerial skill, and unfailing 

devotion to duty in aerial combat against an enemy of the United States, Lieutenant (junior 

grade) HICKEY upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 

 

Note: later commanded VF-2, CVW-11, USS Roanoke (AOR-7), USS Ranger (CV-61),  

   Carrier Group 7 

 

  



Timothy Bernard Sullivan 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1965 

 

 

-  



Commander (then Lieutenant Commander) 

Timothy Bernard Sullivan 

United States Navy 

Silver Star 

 

   

 

Born:  October 2, 1943,  

Springfield MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1965 

Commissioned: June 9, 1965 

 

 

Unit:  VF-151 

USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) 

Position: F-4B Radar Intercept Officer, 

Prisoner of War 

Date:  November 1967

 

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Lieutenant Commander Timothy Bernard Sullivan, United States Navy, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity while interned as a Prisoner of War in North Vietnam during November 

1967. Lieutenant Commander Sullivan's captors, completely ignoring international agreements, 

subjected him to extreme mental and physical cruelties in an attempt to obtain military 

information and false confessions for propaganda purposes. Through his resistance to those 

brutalities, he contributed significantly toward the eventual abandonment of harsh treatment by 

the North Vietnamese, which was attracting international attention. By his determination, 

courage, resourcefulness, and devotion, Lieutenant Commander Sullivan reflected great credit 

upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Naval Service and the United States Armed 

Forces. 

 

  



Michael Patrick Downs 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1961 

 

 

  



Brigadier General (then Captain) Michael Patrick Downs 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star 

 

             

Born:  February 8, 1940,  

Oak Bluffs MA 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1961 

Commissioned: June 14, 1961 

 

Unit:  Company F, 2nd Battalion, 

5th Marines, 

1st Marine Division 

Position: Company Commander 

Date:  February 3-7, 1968 

  Battle of Hue City

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Captain Michael P. Downs, United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous gallantry and 

intrepidity in action while serving as Commanding Officer of Company F, Second Battalion, 

Fifth Marines, FIRST Marine Division (Rein.), FMF, in connection with combat operations 

against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. On the night of 3 February 1968, while 

participating in Operation HUE CITY in Thua Thien Province, Captain Downs' unit was moving 

through the city's streets when the lead element came under intense enemy sniper fire, halting the 

Marines. Reacting instantly, he moved forward to the area of heaviest contact to assess the 

situation and was wounded when an enemy B-40 rocket round exploded near his position. 

Disregarding his injury and intense pain, he steadfastly refused medical aid and continued to 

maneuver his company against the enemy. The following afternoon, his men were assaulting the 

enemy-held Treasury Building and came under a heavy volume of North Vietnamese fire, 

including mortars, B-40 rockets, 75-mm. recoilless rifle fire and satchel charges from well-

entrenched positions inside and around the building. Realizing the importance of continuing the 

momentum of the attack, Captain Downs unhesitatingly left the comparative safety of his 

position and fearlessly moved through the intense fire, aggressively maneuvering his men and 

directing their fire until they subsequently overran the fortification. On 7 February, while 

continuing through the city, the Second Platoon was temporarily pinned down by heavy fire. 

Accompanied by his radioman, Captain Downs proceeded to the besieged unit where his 

companion was mortally wounded. Retrieving the radio, Captain Downs fearlessly exposed 

himself to the enemy fire to direct 81-mm. mortar fire against the hostile emplacements while 

simultaneously maneuvering his beleaguered platoon to defeat the hostile force. By his inspiring 

leadership, dauntless courage and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of extreme peril, 

Captain Downs contributed significantly to the accomplishment of his unit's mission and upheld 

the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service. 



Timothy John Shorten 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1964 

 

 

 

 



First Lieutenant Timothy John Shorten 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star (Posthumous) 

 

            
 

Born:  June 7, 1942,  

Brooklyn NY 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1964 

Commissioned: ~1964 

Died: March 31, 1968, 

Vietnam (KIA) 

Buried: Long Island National  

Cemetery, Farmingdale NY 

 

Unit:  Company H, 2nd Battalion, 

4th Marines, 

9th Amphibious Brigade 

Position: Executive Officer 

Date:  March 18, 1968 

  

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pride in presenting the Silver Star 

(Posthumously) to First Lieutenant Timothy John Shorten, United States Marine Corps, for 

conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as the Executive Officer of 

Company H, Second Battalion, Fourth Marines, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade in 

connection with operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. On 18 March 1968, 

First Lieutenant Shorten participated in a battalion attack against elements of three North 

Vietnamese Army battalions in the fortified village of Vinh Quan Thuong in Quang Tri 

Province. As the fighting grew in intensity during the initial stages of the attack, he effectively 

coordinated mortar fire against enemy emplacements and disregarded his own safety as he 

moved forward to the points of heaviest contact to evaluate the situation and assist in the 

evacuation of casualties. When an adjacent unit began receiving sniper fire, he led a squad to the 

exposed flank of the friendly unit and, directing effective mortar fire and throwing hand 

grenades, silenced the sniper fire in the area. Later in the day when a Marine squad became 

separated from the remainder of the company, First Lieutenant Shorten assumed command of the 

unit and led his men against several enemy-held bunkers. During the advance, he observed a 

North Vietnamese sniper positioned in a bunker to the front of his unit and, after organizing a 

two-squad attack force, commenced an assault against the fortified emplacement. During his 

unit's advance, two Marines were killed and several others were wounded. Immediately 

employing a flame thrower against the bunker, he then assaulted the emplacement single-handed, 

throwing hand grenades and firing his pistol into the embrasure of the fortification, killing the 

North Vietnamese sniper and enabling his unit to advance. By his courage, bold initiative and 

selfless devotion to duty First Lieutenant Shorten upheld the highest traditions of the United 

States Naval Service.  



Richard Dennis Porrello 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1968 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Second Lieutenant Richard Dennis Porrello 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star (First Award) 

 

           
 

Born:  May 26, 1946 

 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1968 

Commissioned: June 5, 1968 

 

 

Unit:  Company C, 1st Battalion, 

4th Marines, 

3rd Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  February 28, 1969 

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Second Lieutenant Richard D. Porrello, United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as a Platoon Commander with Company C, First 

Battalion, Fourth Marines, THIRD Marine Division (Rein.), FMF, in connection with operations 

against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. On 28 February 1969, Lieutenant Porrello's 

platoon was assigned the mission of securing an enemy held hill near Khe Sanh. During the 

assault, the Marines came under intense automatic weapon and machine gun fire from several 

well-fortified hostile bunkers. When his platoon was pinned down and unable to advance, 

Second Lieutenant Porrello fearlessly exposed himself to enemy fire to rally his men and direct 

their orderly withdrawal in order that he could direct fixed wing air strikes against the hostile 

positions. As the platoon pulled back and he discovered that two wounded Marines were 

missing, Second Lieutenant Porrello unhesitatingly rushed back up the hill and located the two 

casualties lying fifteen meters away from an enemy machine gun position. With complete 

disregard for his own safety, he ignored the intense hostile machine gun fire as he quickly 

dragged the two Marines out of the hazardous zone. After supporting gunships had strafed the 

area, he again led his men up the hill in an aggressive assault, and despite heavy resistance from 

the hostile soldiers, the Marines were able to reach the top of the objective. Continuing his 

determined efforts, Second Lieutenant Porrello destroyed an enemy emplacement and directed 

his men as they eliminated and neutralized the remaining hostile positions. His heroic and timely 

actions inspired all who observed him and were responsible for saving the lives of two injured 

Marines. By his courage, aggressive leadership and selfless devotion to duty in the face of great 

personal danger, Second Lieutenant Porrello was instrumental in enabling his platoon to 

complete its mission and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United 

States Naval Service.  



Second Lieutenant Richard Dennis Porrello 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star (Second Award) 

 

           
 

Born:  May 26, 1946,  

 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1968 

Commissioned: June 5, 1968 

 

 

Unit:  Company C, 1st Battalion, 

4th Marines, 

3rd Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  March 1, 1969 

  

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Second Lieutenant Richard D. Porrello, United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as a Platoon Commander with Company C, First 

Battalion, Fourth Marines, THIRD Marine Division (Rein.), FMF, in connection with operations 

against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam.  On 1 March 1969, Company C was assaulting a 

North Vietnamese Army regiment occupying position on Hill 484 near Khe Sanh when the 

Second Platoon was pinned down by intense enemy mortar, small arms, and machine gun fire.  

Rapidly assessing the situation, Second Lieutenant Porrello quickly deployed his men to assist 

the beleaguered unit, and ignoring the enemy rounds impacting near him, he skillfully directed 

his Marines around the enemy’s flank and approached the hostile positions from the rear.  

Detecting his movements, the North Vietnamese delivered accurate mortar fire, and Second 

Lieutenant Porrello was severely wounded in the neck and chest.  Resolutely ignoring his painful 

injuries, he aggressively led his men in a determined attack against the enemy positions, boldly 

shouting words of encouragement to his men and directing their fire until the hostile fire was 

silenced.  Although requiring an emergency medical evacuation, he steadfastly refused to board 

the extraction helicopters until all other wounded Marines had been helilifted from the hazardous 

area.  His bold initiative and resolute determination inspired all who observed him and were 

instrumental in his company’s accounting for twenty North Vietnamese soldiers killed.  By his 

courage, aggressive leadership and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of great personal 

danger, Second Lieutenant Porrello upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the 

United States Naval Service. 



R. Peter Kimener 

College of the Holy Cross 

Class of 1967 

 

 

 

 

  



Second Lieutenant Robert P. Kimener 

United States Marine Corps 

Silver Star 

                   
 

Born:  March 22, 1946 

 

College:  Holy Cross, Class of 1967 

Commissioned: April 1, 1969 

 

Unit:  Company B, 1st Battalion, 

7th Marines, 

1st Marine Division 

Position: Platoon Leader 

Date:  June 26, 1970 

  

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pleasure in presenting the Silver 

Star to Second Lieutenant Robert P. Kimener, United States Marine Corps, for conspicuous 

gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as a Platoon Commander with Company B, First 

Battalion, Seventh Marines, FIRST Marine Division (Rein.), FMF, in connection with combat 

operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. On the night of 26 June 1970, a squad 

from Company B was moving toward a selected ambush site in Quang Nam Province when the 

Marines came under a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire from North Vietnamese Army 

soldiers well concealed in heavy jungle growth nearby. During the initial moments of the fire 

fight, several Marines were seriously wounded and the squad's radio was destroyed. Informed of 

the incident, Second Lieutenant Kimener unhesitatingly led a second squad to the scene of battle 

and, arriving at the site of the beleaguered unit, boldly disregarded the hostile fusillade as he 

deployed his men into effective fighting positions and directed their fire against the enemy. 

Heedless of the rounds impacting around him, he repeatedly traversed the fire-swept terrain to 

treat casualties and direct their evacuation aboard helicopters. Once he had cleared the battlefield 

of casualties, he rallied his men and led them in a bold assault against the enemy force. In the 

face of the determined Marine attack, the enemy broke contact and retreated. After returning to 

the combat base, the Marines sustained several additional casualties when the Company 

Command Post came under a vicious ground attack by North Vietnamese Army sappers. Quickly 

organizing the remaining physically able men, Second Lieutenant Kimener skillfully deployed 

them to strategic points along the defensive perimeter and, although constantly exposed to enemy 

small arms fire and grenade detonations, continually patrolled the forward positions to shout 

encouragement to his men and ensure that every possible avenue of enemy approach was 

adequately covered by fire. His heroic and determined actions inspired all who observed him and 

were instrumental in defeating two large, determined North Vietnamese Army forces. By his 

courage, superb leadership, and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of grave personal 

danger, Second Lieutenant Kimener upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the 

United States Naval Service. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation Just Cause 

(Panama) 
  



John Patrick Connors 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Class of 1987 

 

 

 

  



Lieutenant Junior Grade John Patrick Connors 

United States Navy 

Silver Star (Posthumous) 

 

        
 

 

Born:  March 28, 1964,  

Boston MA 

College:  WPI, Class of 1987 

Commissioned: May 29, 1987 

Died:  December 20, 1989 (KIA), 

  Paitilla Airfield, Panama 

Buried: Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, 

Arlington MA 

 

Unit:  Bravo Platoon, 

SEAL Team Four 

Position: Assistant Platoon 

Commander 

Date:  December 20, 1989

 

Citation: The President of the United States of America takes pride in presenting the Silver Star 

posthumously to Lieutenant (Junior Grade) John P. Connors, United States Navy, for 

conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as Assistant Platoon Commander of 

Sea-Air and Land (SEAL) Team FOUR, BRAVO Platoon during Operation JUST CAUSE in the 

Republic of Panama on 20 December 1989.  Lieutenant (jg) Connors participated in a SEAL 

assault of Paitilla Airfield to deny its use as an escape route for General Noriega and to disable 

his personal jet and selected other aircraft.  When a fierce engagement with Panamanian Defense 

Forces inflicted heavy casualties on the lead SEAL platoon, Lieutenant (jg) Connors, in the face 

of enemy fire, led his squad in a counter-attack to suppress enemy fire and cover the movement 

of his wounded teammates to a safe area.  With full knowledge of the present danger, he inspired 

his fellow platoon members by directing fire and aggressively firing his weapon into enemy 

positions.  While leading his men, Lieutenant (jg) Connors was mortally wounded by enemy 

automatic weapons fire.  His heroic leadership saved lives and helped minimize further 

casualties.  Lieutenant (jg) Connors’ courageous actions, personal sacrifice, and endless 

dedication to duty reflected great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest 

traditions of the United States Naval Service. 
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