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A message from the director: 

A Busy Library: 
Academic libraries in general often have their busy periods and their quiet periods.  The
start of the semester is busy with getting course reserves ready and students diligently
printing readings and syllabi.  As the semester progresses, and papers start becoming more
than just this distant item down the road, students start to fill the library and demands for
research consultation and reference help goes up.  Once finals are upon us, the library is
overflowing as students jockey for that perfect place to study, write a paper, complete that
take home exam, or just get that torrent of materials read.  
Along the way, our librarians and staff have been twice as busy.  The constant discovery of
the information dynamics and needs of our students and faculty have led us to rethink our
organization, increase the kinds of content we make available, and improve the services we
provide.  Over the last six months, much has happened in the library that we hope will
complement and facilitate your work and research.  In this newsletter, we describe a few of
them.  We like questions here in the library and are happy to answer any that you have
about what we are doing. 
Mark Shelton, Director of Library Services 

Changes: 

First, Janis DesMarais, formerly Visual Resources Coordinator, is now our Visual Literacy
& Arts Librarian and is part of the Research, Teaching & Learning Department.

Secondly, our departments, while keeping much of the same scope and responsibilities,
have gone through some structural and title changes.     
   -Technical Services is now Content & Information Strategies (Karen Reilly, head). 
   -Archives & Special Collections is the same (Mark Savolis, head).  
   -These two departments (above) now make up “Collections & Content”. 
   -Access & Discovery is the same (Eileen Cravedi, head). 
   -Research & Instruction Services is now Research, Teaching & Learning (Alicia Hansen, 
    head).



Thus, we now have three distinct areas within the library: 

1) Access & Discovery 

2) Collections & Content 

3) Research, Teaching & Learning

 

 

Instruction for your classes, including academic integrity 

As part of our usual pitch for library instruction sessions, we'd like to highlight specific

lesson plans that are ideal starters for the class. See our Assignment Bank for topics like

Tracing the Scholarly Conversation, Evaluating Textbooks, The Information Lifecycle, and

more; we can incorporate these themes into a classroom session (request one here). 

In addition, we plan to incorporate the basics of citation skills and plagiarism into as many

of these sessions as possible. In coordination with the Center for Writing, we aim to reach

all of our students with a message of academic honesty and good writing and citation

technique. See our LibGuide on the library's homepage for more information and resources

on academic integrity. 

Did you know that in Fall 2016, HC librarians reached over 300 students with Personal

Research Sessions? Many of you already encourage or require these sessions for your

students. We ask that if you do encourage or require PRS, please:

- let us know any assignment or deadline attached to the requirement. This allows us to

schedule accordingly. 

- encourage, when appropriate, groups of 2 or 3 to sign up for one session. This frees up

other valuable slots for individuals.

 

Spotlighted Databases
Scopus 

New
Scopus is "the largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed literature: scientific

journals, books and conference proceedings. " Its content encompasses the health sciences,

physical sciences, social sciences and life sciences. 
 
Religion and the Law (HeinOnline)

http://www.holycross.edu/holy-cross-libraries/about-libraries#orgchart
http://libguides.holycross.edu/ld.php?content_id=21778552
http://libguides.holycross.edu/c.php?g=88066&p=2426932
http://libguides.holycross.edu/citationhelp
http://libguides.holycross.edu/ask
http://libguides.holycross.edu/az.php
http://libguides.holycross.edu/az.php


1,600+ titles including books, periodicals and bibliographies pertaining to the relationship

between various world religions and legal systems. 
 
SpringerLINK E-Books  

New
Access to 2600+ e-books in the areas of mathematics and statistics, from Springer. The

library is providing increased access to hundreds of electronic journal titles with

subscriptions to Elsevier's Freedom Collection and Springer's Nature.com. Starting

January 1, both students and faculty will no longer need to request Fast ILL for journals in

these collections. In collaboration with the Math Department, an e-book collection was

purchased from Springer that will serve as a pilot test using e-books as textbooks. 

 

Education Week Online  

New
Education Week Online features daily news, commentary and analysis on policy, legislative

and overall shifts and trends in the U.S. K-12 space. With premium access, College of the

Holy Cross has instant access to all the content on edweek.org. 
 

Library Services 

New titles in the library 

Request for purchase form 

Request for Library Instruction form

 

We surveyed our students who attended PRS in Fall 2016, 
and here's what some of them said: 

 
Encourage professors to promote them (PRS) to their classes.

Attend as many freshman classes as possible.
 

My research session was easy to follow, to the point, and exactly what I was looking
for. Will definitely use again. Thanks!!!

The person I had was great! She taught me how to do search for topics on my own

http://libguides.holycross.edu/az.php
http://libguides.holycross.edu/az.php
http://library.holycross.edu/screens/newbooks.html
http://www.holycross.edu/holy-cross-libraries/request-purchase-library-materials
http://libguides.holycross.edu/c.php?g=88066&p=2426932


and what to do when I couldn't find exactly what I was looking for.

I am so incredibly thankful for this service provided by the library!
 

Find specific sources, identify good search terms, and therefore, *save time*.
 

It's very helpful to talk with an actual person to save time from trying to navigate
stupid websites.

 
Helps you realize the ways to narrow down the plethora of resources available to find

what's helpful.

Dinand, 1927, image from ARTstor.

Archives & Special Collections
currently has exhibits both in the
Main Reading Room and in the
foyer. The Reading Room exhibit
contains watercolors of campus
scenes (taken from our own
collections), while the foyer houses
documents and photos of the

Diane Gallagher, Periodicals
Librarian, retired December 3.

Diane was a member of the Holy
Cross community for 47 years, 

and during that time her role
changed drastically as the print

periodical collection transformed
into the electronic journal collection

we have today. 



Crusader as mascot, and of the Holy
Cross stolen bell.
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