


long thereafter when the production of regular issues of coinage recommenced in the
mint of Rome89.

If this dating is correct, we must reopen the question of the significance of the

augural symbols on no. 359 because, as we have seen, Badian has established that
Sulla became an augur at some time after November 1, 82 B.C.90. Unfortunately we
cannot determine precisely how much time elapsed after this date before Sulla entered

upon his augurate. But we can suspect that it did not take long. The man he displaced
in order to assume the augural office, L. Cornelius Scipio Asiagenus, was declared a
hostis of Rome and fled the city to avoid death as one of those whose names Sulla had

placed on his first proscription list91. These events presumably took place soon after
Sulla's victory on November 1, because immediately thereafter he took action to pun¬
ish his opponents at Rome and to consolidate his own position. Under the cir¬

cumstances, Sulla had no good reason to delay his assumption of the coveted position
as augur. And it is equally plausible that no significant delay ensued between
November 1 and the production of the issue of coins Sulla produced to publicize his

having won the title of imperator not once but twice. In short, we can well believe that
Sulla was indeed an augur precisely during the time when no. 359 was being minted.
This chronology naturally means that the symbols of the augurate appearing on the

coins of no. 359 do indeed refer to Sulla's own, contemporary augurate rather than to
the augurate of one of his ancestors, or to the legitimacy of his Imperium as a pro¬
consul92.

This conclusion in turn means that issue no. 359 stands as the first issue of Roman
Republican coins carrying a reference to the prestigious priestly office currently
occupied by the powerful individual who had the coinage produced. Furthermore, it is

not the augural symbols alone on no. 359 that make its types «personal». The inscrip¬
tion proclaiming that Sulla had won two acclamations as imperator is equally «personal»
in that it, too, refers to Sulla's contemporary status and renown93. As far as the coins
themselves reveal, these proclamations of contemporary status are indeed personal
because only Sulla's name appears on the coins. These coins do not even imply that
someone else was responsible for their design and production, as in the case of no. 367,
for example. On that issue, since the name of L. Manlius Torquatus, proquaestor,

appears as that of the monetary magistrate, the inscription on the reverse proclaiming
Sulla's status as imperator technically represents not Sulla's own assertion of his con-

89 As soon as Sulla had consolidated his power, he put new moneyers into office to produce the
routine issues of the state, nos. 369-371. See Crawford (supra n. 85), 187.

90 See Keaveney's discussion in AJAH 7, 1982, 150-154, of Badian's arguments in Arethusa 1,

1968, 26-46, for this terminus post quern for Sulla's augurate.
91 See Badian, Arethusa 1, 1968, 38, and Keaveney, AJAH 7, 1982, 153-154.
92 Keaveney, AJAH 7, 1982, 154-161, as previously noted, argues for the last of these three possi¬

bilities. He also reviews Frier's arguments in favor of the first and Badian's in favor of the second.
93 It may be more than a mere coincidence that the augural symbols appear prominently on

no. 359 in conjunction with the claim to a double award of the imperatorial title because there was
a conceptual link between the office of augur and the status of imperator. See Combes, 401-408.
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temporary status but rather a description of him by his subordinate, Torquatus94. No.
359 observes no such scruples. With this issue minted in late 82 and, perhaps, for a
short period of time in early 81, Sulla initiated a new instrument in Roman coin pro¬
paganda: the blatantly, unmistakably «personal» type of the great man. These coins
constitute graphic evidence for Sulla's relentless drive in pursuit of those eminently
Roman goals, power and status. Sadly for the peace and stability of the Roman
Republic, the precedents he set with his willingness to ignore the limitations on indi¬
vidual self-aggrandizement imposed by the Roman mos maiorum did not go unnoticed
by those so-called great men who followed him. Sulla's use of coin propaganda was
one of those precedents95.
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Fig. 1 Sulla. Denarius, RRC no. 359
Fig. 2 Sulla. Denarius, RRC no. 367

Fig. 3 C. Papius Mutilus (mutil embratur). Denarius
Fig. 4 Sulla. Aureus, RRC no. 381.

Photos 1-3 Bank Leu; 4 Kent-Hirmer, Roman Coins, 51 (BM)

94 The associated issue in bronze, no. 368, lacks Torquatus' name, either because these asses

were too small to leave room for the inscription or, perhaps more plausibly, because Sulla felt no
compunction about advertising his status on these coins that were to be used to pay the troops who
had awarded him his imperatorial status in the first place.

95 For their help and advice on this article, I want to thank Silvia Hurter, Alan Walker, and, espe¬
cially, Professor E. Badian and the members of his numismatics class at Harvard University to
whom an oral version of this argument was presented.
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Thomas R. Martin, Sulla Imperator Iterum




